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EDITORIAL 

Wha t  future for UFOlogy? 

Few people could have missed the explosion of 

in terest in the med ia for anything alien or para­

norma l over t he past couple of years . The X-Files , 

which a p peared at j ust the right t ime , is now so 

immensely popu-lar that it is prac tically impossible 

to get away from X-Fi les produc t s , advertising and 

imagery . Mulder and Scully seemed to catch the 

public ' s  ris ing in teres t , and a t  the same t ime act 

as a catalyst for this present spell of alien fever . 

Wha tever channel you tune i n t o , it is hard to escape 

from programmes investiga t i ng t he mysteries of the 

Cosmos . Whi le t here has been a steady st ream of UFO 

books over the years , u n t i l  "UFO Magazine" wen t  news­

stand , I do n ' t  think that t here was a dedicated UFO 

j ournal available na t ionwide in t he shops. Now , we 

also have Encou nters , Sight ings and UFO Rea l i t y  to 

cater for ( o r  cash in on ) the public i n teres t . For 

those wan ting to get in volved there are a wide select­

ion of old and new UFO groups to choose from and 

plenty of cases to go around i f  anyone fancies be­

comi ng an investigat or. I am too young to remember 

the classic period of UFOlogy in the 19 50s and 60s , 

but I am assu red that even then it was never this 

busy. 

So t hen : Good or bad ? Real ly , it has to be good . 

The h y pe is ge t t ing people interested and involved 

in a subj ect we think is important. Hope fully i t  

will fos ter a more open a n d  relaxed a t t i tude , and 

wi l l i ng ness to l isten to those with sightings and 

experiences to share 

d runks or nut cases . 

who won ' t be instan t l y  branded 

But the hy pe does have i t s  drawbacks. The X­

Fi les i s  promo t ing a n  e x t raterrestrial answer for 

the UFO and abduction phenomena , which may be enter­

taining but most l ikely comp letely wrong . The popular 

image o f  the grey alien is now in everyone ' s  sub­

conscious , and we can ' t  get away from i t . There are 

some UFO groups out there who think t ha t  they a l read y  

know the answers , t h a t  t h e  aliens a r e  responsib le. 

NEWS 

KEN PHILLIPS DIES We have recently l earned of t he 

sudden death of Ken Ph illips , the former editor of 

UFO Times and recen t l y  t he Wi t ness Support Group ' s  

magazine Rapport. I t  seems that Ken , aged 53 , died 

o f  a massive hea r t  a t tack on Thursday 18th July whi le 

a t tending a UFO conference i n  Wales. His death came 

as a shock to us a l l , and we would l ike to e x tend 

our deepest sympa thy to his wi fe and family. He wi l l  

be bad l y  missed b y  a l l  of us. 
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Some groups use regression hy pnosis , which comes 

dangerous l y  close to playing with people ' s  minds . 

We d on ' t  use hypnosis in investigations , and I have 

no hesitation in condemning those groups tha t use 

it as a "magic weapon" to get at the truth . It doesn ' t  

work like tha t . As a theraputic tool , i t  has its 

uses , certainly. But i t  is not the sort of thing 

untrained ama teurs shou ld be pla y i ng around wi th. 

In his latest UFO Times ed i t ori al , Mike Woot ten 

mentions that fact that one (unnamed ) Brit ish 

" researcher" has been telling witnesses that the 

greys wi l l  be back to abduct them again , and their 

children , for their ongoing med ical ex perimen ts ! 

How frightening is that? 

The abduction phenomenon may have nothing to 

d o  with UFOs , but we seem to be stuck wi th it . We 

wi l l  have to deal wi t h  it as best as we can . At least 

a group like BUFORA has a code of prac t ice , and I 

hope that one day a similar code wi l l  be ad opted 

by a l l  t he groups i n  this count ry. That wo uld go 

a long way to getting rid of some of the idiots w i thin 

UFOlog y ,  and ensure that witnesses get treated fairly 

and properly no matter wh ich grou p they go to. I f  

w e  c a n  do tha t , t h e  future looks good . I f  not , there 

may be trouble in store for all of us. - D.N. 

Colin the Clip Art 

Whenever he felt stressed out, Col1n 
liked to lose himself in the t1meless 
beauty of the English countryside. 

PHI LIP MANTLE - STILL BUFORA Dol - Rumours have been 

ci rcu lating tha t  Phi l i p  Man tle has resigned his post 

as the BUFORA D i rector of I nvestiga t ions and been 

replaced by his col league , Gloria D i xon . As much 

as some UFOlogists would l ike to see the back of 

the much criticised Mantle , he is still the Director 

of Investigations . ·At the present time , the plan 

i s  for Mantle to remain i n  t he post until April 1997 , 

when he wi l l  s tand down a llowing Gloria Dixon to 

take up the d i rectorshi p .  The UFOlogical rumour-mill 

seems to work overtime where Phi l i p  Man tle is concer­

ned and in this case , as per usual , the rumours are 

completely wrong . 
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UFO CONFERENCES. At t he t ime of going to press , 

we do not have a confirmed date or speaker for the 

October lecture t o  be held b y  BUFORA a t  the Univers i t y  

o f  Northumbria i n  Newcast l e . Hpoeful l y  a lecture 

wi l l  be organised , so please wa tch out for details 

i n  the loca l media . 

Here are details of some of t he other lectures 

and con ferences planne d , for those a b le to t ravel 

around the country : 

* Sunday 29th Sep tember 1 996 : Contact In ternational ' s  

1 996 Conference a t  the E xeter Ha l l , Kidlington , Oxford . 

S peakers include Roy Dut ton , Nick Pope , R o y  Lake 

and Ma t t hew Wi lliams . Ticke ts cost £5 in advance , 

from Contact Internationa l , PO Box 2 3 , Wheatley , 

O x ford , OX33 1 FL .  

* Saturday 1 6 th November 1 996 : Phi l i p  Man t le wi l l  

be s peaking a t  t h e  BUFORA l e c t u r e  a t  t h e  H a i g h  Con­

ference Centre , Mary land Stree t , Liverpool . Contact 

Anthony Eccles on 0 1 5 1  4866087 for more detai ls .  

* Sat 1 6 th & Sun 1 7 t h  November 1 99 6 : The Lancashire 

group LAPIS are holding their 1 996 con fe rence at 

the Lowther Pavilion , Lytham , near B lackpoo l , fea t­

uring Jenny Randles , Nick Pope , Phi l i p  Mantle and 

De rrel Sims from the US . Ticke ts cost £20 for both 

days or £ 1 2  for one of the days . For more details 

contact Paulette on 0 1 253 39 1 704 . 

* Saturday 9th November 1 996 : For those in terested 

in Earth mys ter ies , The Ley Hunter are hold ing their 

CoreMoot at the Univers i t y  of London Students Union 

Halls , Malet St reet , London WC 1 . Ticke t s  cost £ 1 0  

a n d  a r e  stric t l y  l imited - first come , first served . 

* Sat 1 9 th & Sun 20th Apri l 1 997 : The Fortean Times 

are planning to hold next year ' s  UnConvention at 

t he Institute of Education , Bed ford Way , London . 

The spec ial topic will be " 50 years of UFOlog y " . 

BUFORA should also be hold ing a two day confe rence 

later i n  1997 . 

UFO SIGHTINGS In t he last issue we reported that 

t here had been a wa ve o f  UFO si ghti ngs over Wearside . 

This seems to have been rela ted to a laser light 

show a t  the opening o f  a new club in Sunderland . 

Further afield , the B i rmingham UFO Society were called 

i n  to investigate a s i ghting of an ova l cra f t  wi t h  

red and green lights s e e n  f r o m  t h e  Kidd erminster 

Road , near S t ourb ridge , Wes t  Midlands . The 6th June 

sighting , wi t nessed by many people ( i nclud i ng this 

e d i t o r ' s  mot he r )  could have been caused by an airshi p ,  

but fur ther investiga t i o n  i s  requi red . 

According to the Scott i sh magazine "Phenomenal 

News " , a new UFO hotspot might be developing around 

t he Ochil Hills , whi ch run from S t i r l ingshire north 

east e r l y  through C lackmannan . There have been sporadic 

sight ings around the towns nearby ( Al loa , Menst rie , 

T i l l icoul t r y )  and the mos t  recent sighting was i n  
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April involving a s t range whi te light like a j e lly­

fish . Earlier in the year UFOs had been spotted on 

t he A 1  near Torness , and four UFOs seen over West 

Lothia n . Wi th Bonnybridge too , Scot land seems like 

the place to be . 

Also in April , UFOs were making repeated visits 

to Para i ba , a smal l  state i n  Nor theast B razi l .  This 

was reported to be the biggest UFO flap in the region 

since 1 9 7 1. 

Back in March , there was also a UFO flap in Canada 

acc�rding to the latest Fortean Times . UFOs had been 

spotted around t he Ot tawa River and Quebec . 

,EL CHUPACABRAS - The Goatsucker . Some of our readers 

wi l l  know t ha t  Puerto Rico has been a very active 

part of the world in recent years , with UFOs being 

seen regula rly and s t range entit ies sighted around 

the island . I n  March 1 995 this activity took a new 

direction , when islanders were reporting that numbers 

of sma l l  farm animals were being killed by having 

their blood d rained through a single small pura:ure 

wound . The creature ( s )  respo� b le became known as 

"el Chupacabras " ,  or Goatsucke r . The first desc ript­

ions of the creature came in September , with one 

wi t ness desc ribing i t  as a kangaroo li ke entity wi th 

fangs and bulging red e yes . Reports of animal mu t i l­

a t ions and sight ings fell off at the start of 1 996 

but picked up again this March , and the phenomenon 

seems to have spread to Me xico . Stories from Mexico 

include tales of people being at tacked by the goa t­

sucker . The goatsucker has we ll and truly ent ered 

mainst ream cul ture , wi th goatsucker T-shirts , key 

rings and tours on offer . I t  wi ll be interesting 

to see i f  the goatsucker phenomenon spreads into 

the Un i ted States and becomes in tegrated wi th the 

cattle mu t i lation myste ry . 

ALIEN B IG CAT Closer to home , we have a sighting 

of a large b lack puma like creature seen on the 

evening o f  19th July 1 996 . The wi t ness was in the 

Cast l e  Eden Walkway country park near to Norton , 

Stockton-on-Tees when he gl impsed the cat . "I almost 

s tood on it" he sai d , before the creature shot off 

into the undergrowt h .  

ASTEROID NEAR MISSES The month of May was partic-

ularly in terest i ng for some astronomers as two aster­

oids passed cl ose to Earth . On 1 9th May an asteroid 

named 1 996 JA- 1 passed wi thin 279 , 000 miles of our 

plane t , travell ing a t  36 , 000 mi les per hour . I f  it 

had s t ruck our planet , the third of a mile ac ross 

lump of rock would have gone off wi th a bang equi­

valent to almost all of the wo rld ' s  nuclear bombs 

being exploded simu ltaneous ly . Later in the month 

a larger asteroid , three q uar ters of a mile across 

passed wi thin 1 . 9 mill ion miles on 2 5 th May . 

NEWS 
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PANSPERMIA Was t he y oung planet Earth seeded b y  

l i fe from o u t e r  space? American scientists s t ud ying 

a 50 b y  20 mile impact crater near Sudbur y , Ontario 

have discovered carbon molec ules named "B uckyballs" , 

whic h  mus t have origina ted in outer space . This means 

tha t complex organic molecules survi ved the impact 

b y  a Mount E verest sized lump o f  rock 1 . 85 b i l l ion 

y ears ago , and could perhaps have brought life to 

this planet . Come t s  and asteroids are known to contain 

compounds such as wa ter and ami no acids , but i t  was 

not thought that they could survive a d i rect impac t .  

The buckmi nsterfullerene molecules were determined 

to be extra terrestrial by analysis of the helium 

isotopes trapped i nside t hem . 

FISH FALLS Perhaps l i fe on this planet was seeded 

more d i rec t l y : On 1 7th May we have a report of a 

fal l  of fish , ar ound 6 . 30pm , at Ha t field in He r t ford­

shire . The wea t her was cool and overcas t but not 

raining at the time . The fish we re be tween 2 and 

5 inches long , and thought to be young roac h ,  rud 

o r  dab . Approximately 4 l bs of fish we re collected 

by Mr a n d  Mrs Harnet t ,  out shopping at the time , 

and some local ch ildren . 

FALLING STARS Th is year's Perseid me teor shower 

occurs over th e weekend of lOth - 1 2 th August and 

promises to be a good d isplay as the Moon is not 

i n terfering . The sh ooting stars are caused as the 

E a rth passes through a t ra i l  of debris left behind 

a come t . Partic les the s i ze of grains of sand burn 

u p  i n  the a tmosphere leaving a bright t ra i l  across 

the sky . Fo r detai ls of local obser v i ng sessions 

pl ease contact t he editor . 

CROP CIRCLES Summe rtime brings out the crop artists , 

and this season has so far produced a few spectacular 

patterns . A 648 f t  long pattern appeared in a field 

a t  Old Manor Farm , Alton Barnes in Wi l t sh i r e . The 

pa ttern consists of more than 90 ci rcles of varying 

s i zes arranged in two s t rands . It seems to represent 

a DNA double hel i x . At a field in Upper Cla t ford , 

Hampshire , a pattern nicknamed "The star" has a p peared 

and consists of a six pointed star inside a larger 

pattern . The evolution of the phenomenon from simple 

c i rcles to complex pat terns certainly rules out a 

natural explanation for the pat terns ; but are the 

a r t i s t s  human or alien? 

I f  any reader spots a crop circle in the north east , 

please contact the editor . If I '  m not out hugging 

t rees , 

ci rcle 

I wi ll grab my benker detector and dowse the 

for any 

roller marks . 

resi dua l energy 

Poss i b l y . 

patterns or garden 

UFOs - Uninhabi ted Farm ' Ouses . Whi ls t  surfing the 

ne t ,  the following surreal e:xp lanation for UFOs was 

d iscovered ( ac t ually on a James Bond page ) : 

"UFOs are actually ' very large cottages that appear 

to hover and suddenly arc and d i p  wi th phenomenal 

acceleration , and velocities compara ble to a very 

fast olympic sprinter ' .  

- A quote from Thomas DeB ros t ' s  book : Advanced 

Logic and other methods . 

UFO sight ings are shrouded in mystery , and are often 

unbelievable - however , each reported sighting has 

one common facto r : Table Tennis . 

Mys tery solved . Possi bly . 

SPACE DEBRIS Compi led by Cra i g  Carl Jackson . 

Area 5 1  - The Nightclub . 

I t ' s  official , a new nightclub wi l l  soon open its 

d oo rs in Las Vegas based on the infamous Area 51 

test site . The female staff wi ll be dressed in alien 

cos tumes and the bouncers in military garb , not 

forge t t ing a crashed saucer on the roof . Only in 

America ! 

Source : Fate , Apri l 1996 . 

Grey area? 

The Greys have now become a line of const ruc tion 

kits . Kit manu fac turers Tes tors , Re-shape and S t range­

Ligh t  have all issued kits of the l i t t l e fel las . 

I ncredibly , the S t range-Li ght mod el is based d i rectly 

on the alien seen in the San t i l l i  film footage . 

Source : Sc i-Fi and Fantasy Models magazine, 

March/April 1996 . 

Roswe ll challenge . 

The R oswell incident came up as a question on a recent 

edition of "Univers i t y  Challenge " .  Qui zmaster Jeremy 

Paxman asked wha t was examined after the Roswe ll 

crash in July 1947 . The answer came back "an ali en" 

but surprisingly Paxman said "definite proof that 

they have visited us . "  Does he know something that 

we don ' t ? 

Source : Uni vers i t y  Chal lenge , BBC2 , Apri l 1996 . 

Top of the Greys 

Pop group "Babylon Zoo " fea tured a five foot tall 

grey figure on a recent Top of the Pops prog ramme; 

after a l l , their recent hit single was called 

"Spaceman". Source : Tot P ,  April 1996. 

CASE INVESTIGATIONS 
By Gloria Dixon. 

It is with great sad ness that we have to in form 

you of the death of Ken Ph ill ips . Ken was former 

editor of UFO Times and a past BUFORA Director of 

Investigations . His pioneering wo rk on the anamnesis 

study and his support and compassion for the Wi t ness 

Support Group , with whom he worked t i relessly and 

wi t h  great dedication , contri buted in an enormous 

way towards an understanding of these compell ing 
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e x periences . George S purgeon , coordinator o f  the 

group e x pressed i t  we l l  when he said "Ken was t he 

engine of the Wi t ness Support Group " . He wi l l  be 

sad l y  missed by his friends a nd col leagues within 

the UFO communi t y . We would l i ke to e x tend our deepest 

s ympa thy t o  his fami l y  a t  this time . 

- Gloria . 

Ghos t ly happenings in Cheltenham . 

Loca t ion : Southam , Che l t enham . 

Da te : 1 5 th Ma y 1 996 . 

Pa tricia Bla ckwell from Newcastle had taken 

a short vaca tion with friends and was staying at 

a quiet old hotel near Che l t enham . The hotel 

i s  possi b l y  the oldest bui lding in Gloucestershire , 

being bui lt in 1 485 during the time of Ri chard Ill . 

Previously it had been an old manor house a nd was 

conver ted into a hotel in 1 9 7 3 . 

On her first night at the hotel and a f ter spend­

i ng a pl easant evening wi th her old Ame rican fri ends , 

Pat ricia said goodnight and c l imbed the many turret 

s ta i rs to the third floor where her room , number 

19 was located . There were only two rooms on this 

f loor . Patricia we n t  to bed and drif ted off to sleep 

a lmos t immed iately a f ter a long day of t ravell ing 

and a t hree course d i nner . During the night Pa t r icia 

was awakened very suddenly with what she descri bes 

as " a  terrific pressure of something or someone 

pushing on my back " . Her bed was next to a wa ll and 

she haj fallen a s leep fac ing the wa l l .  Te rri fied 

while this was going on she turned around and swi tched 

on t he light to d i scover that there was nothing 

v i s i b le a t  a l l ! She emphasises that she felt whatever 

i t  was that was pressing on her back was unpleasant , 

us ing the adj e c t i ves " bad and aggressive" to describe 

the feeling she had . Pa tricia slept for the rest 

o f  t he night with the light on , when she finally 

felt relaxed enough to sleep agai n . The fol lowing 

morning she men t i o ned this experience to her friends 

at breakfas t ,  who ad vised her t o  make some enquiries 

at the recep tion . After repor t i ng this inciden t , 

the man on reception told Patricia that some thing 

s imi lar had happened t o  him and a lso another member 

o f  s t af f ,  who , on c l imbing the turret stairs to the 

third floor had experi enced a terrific "marching 

o f  feet and t he sensa tion of a presence" surround ing 

her . Terrified b y  this , she did not enter the room 

but rushed d ownstairs to recep tion and refused t o  

return . 

I t  seems s t range that Pa tricia did not change 

her room for t he rema inder o f  her stay , but has told 

me that this was due to t he stairs in the hotel ( there 

i s  no l i f t )  and the fac t that she is a lady of mature 

years . Another room could have been located on a 

h i gher floor , which would have meant even more stairs . 

During t he next three nights of her stay she kept 

the l ight on a l l  night , but even so a t  a l l  t imes 

in t he room ( even during the day ) she could sense 

a presence from when she c l imbed the turret stairs 

to the third floor where her room was located , and 

always had t he impression of an "eerie fore boding 

presence" i n  t he room , as though she was not wan ted 

there . 

At one point prior to her departure she men t ioned 

this to t he manager , but he dismissed this very 

quickly a nd Patricia felt st rong l y  that he did not 

wan t  to d iscuss this incident a t  a l l . I would like 

to s� te that this lad y , whom I know very we l l ,  is 

not in the least fantasy prone and certainly not 

eas i l y  frightened . After some investiag tion I believe 

t ha t  there are three unpleasant haunti ngs around 

the Pres t bury area , wh ich have been documented . This 

is also the area where the Battle of Bosworth was 

fought . 

Foot note : I hope to visit this hotel at some point 

in the near fu ture , and wi ll give an upda te in a 

future issue of S t range Daze if I di scover anyt hing 

new . 

A Chi ldhood sighting in Liverpool . 

Locatio n :  Rushmere Road , Liverpoo l .  

Da te : S th November 1 9 59 . 

Ken D .  from B ishop Auckland was nine yea rs old 

and li ving in Liverpool a t  that time . I t  was bonfire 

night and he was wa tching a bonfire on waste ground 

near to his home . He remembers looking up a t  a bright 

cloud , which he initially thought was passing a bright 

full moon . As the c loud moved away , a shining disc 

shaped obj ec t , which had a dome and what 

a p peared to be black windows , came into view . He 

wa tched the obj ect for approximately one minute , 

ma ybe l onger . It remained stat ionary as other cl ouds 

passed by . He a t temp ted to find his elder brother 

to bring his a t tention to i t , but unable to find 

him he ran the short distance home to in form his 

mother of what he had seen . She dismissed the idea 

as his imaginat ion . He then left the house again 

to t r y  to find his brother . As he left the garden 

path and turned to run along t he pavement towards 

the waste ground , he was suddenly surrounded by a 

pale blue light . This light lasted for only five 

or ten seconds . Whi le he was enveloped by this light 

he felt unable t o  move . He says that there was no 

sme l l  o r  noise and the light ceased as quickly as 

i t  had a p peared . Fee l ing ap prehensive he ran back 

home . Ken is adamant about what he saw and remembers 

it v i v idly . He has recently wr it ten a letter to the 

Liverpool Echo about this experience to see if he 

can j o l t  anyone ' s  memory about a simi lar incident 

that day . He has had some response but nothing 

definite so far . 

The 1 9 50s are an interest ing period for UFO 

sight i ngs , particularly in the earl y  and middle 

f i f t ies when there were vi sua l / radar sight ings during 
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NATO e xercises . [ Presuma b l y  before the aliens had 

d iscovered stealth technology - Ed . ]  I also have 

a case on�ecord from the North East on 2 2nd Sep tember 

1 9 5 1 , when Gordon B .  observed a n  o bj ect in Sunderland 
whi l s t  on leave from his army regiment .  He descri bes 

t he obj ect " l ike two soup pla tes stuck togethe r , 

grad ua l l y  d ropp ing to about 1 0 , 000 feet before z i g  

zagging upwards a t  incred ible s peed and disa p pearing " . 

If anyone has any i n formation from e i ther of these 

dates so ma n y  years ago , please contact me a t  t he 

S t range Daze address , or call me on 0 1 9 1  2368375 . 

*********** 

An e n t i ty in Wes t  Denton . 

_Loca t i o n : West Den ton , Newcas t l e  upon Tyne . 

_Da te : May/June 1 994 . 

CW was una b l e  to sleep because of the outside 

secur i t y  light ( working on a passi v e  i nfra-red sys tem) 

flashing on and off continua l l y . He was i n tending 

to swi tch it off , as there was nothing there and 

he assumed there was a fau l t , but then he noticed 

that t he l i ght was flashing on and off a t  exac t l y  

twe n t y  second inte rvals . CW ' s  detector was set to 

wa rn of mu l t i p le minimum movemen t  in the back garden , 

wh ich was access i b l e  to the storage area for his 

business . He felt slightly uneasy and concerned as 

he was unable t o  see why the light was activa t i ng 

l ike this , whi ch has been going on for severa l minutes 

b y  now . He then had the fee l i ng of a presence and 

whe n he looked around then room from his bed he 

noticed about two to three feet from t he bot tom of 

his bed what he describes as a sma l l  child l ike 

creature keeping very s t i l l  and a p pearing to make 

eye contact with him . He felt in a state of shock 

and disbelief and c hecked himself to make sure he 

wasn't d reaming . He states that he did not immediately 

feel threatened , but very surprised . He descri bes 

the eyes of this creature as being large , black and 

g lassy , oval shaped and they seemed to be t he 

fea ture of the face and head . The mou th was 

mai n  

very 

sma l l . He goes on to say that the head looked too 

heavy for the body . By this t ime he felt very uneasy 

and he ex plains that " I  started to realise somehow 

t h-at it was as concerned as I was a bout it being 

t here and me looking a t  i t . I t  was as i f  I had it 

trapped in my gaze and i t  knew that I knew , I wasn ' t  

d reami ng ." He was now i n  t he process of t ry ing to 

awaken his wife , wh ich made the situation worse . 

CW s tates that he felt that if he looked awa y from 

this c rea ture it would " escape " . He was unable to 

awaken her by calling her and touching her , and he 

became very apprehens i ve about the si tuation , wonder­

ing why he could not wake her u p . He looked away 

from t he creature momentarily i n  trying to wake up 

his wife , and he noticed i t  "vanish" i n  that i t  moved 

from one side of t he room t o  the wi ndow wa l l . I t  

vanished through the o u t s i d e  wal l  i n  l e s s  t h a n  the 

b l i nk of an eye . CW then managed to finally wake 

u p  his wi fe , who told him that she was aware of him 

trying to wake her , but she j ust could not respond . 

CW went to the window , but saw and heard nothing . 

I have spoken wi th both CW and his wi fe a f ter 

they completed a report form and Mrs W .  confirms 

her husband ' s  problem in t r ying to awaken her that 

night . She told me i t  was very s t ra nge because she 

was very aware that her husband was try ing to wake 

her u p , but she was totally unable to do so . I sha ll 

be v i s i t i ng them in the near future and wi l l  document 

and new information in a future i ssue . 
******* 

I would like to comment here on the tremendous 

i ncrease in sight ing reports , particularly wi t h  a 

UFO f lavour [ I  prefer cheese & onion myself - Ed . ]  

A s  no-one could fail to b e  aware , reports of inexplic­

able events are rising rapid l y . The high profile 

o f  t he X-Fi les and st rong coverage of all extra­

ordinary events has l i f ted UFO sightings and para­

normal events to an all time high in the last year 

or so . Because of this and hopefully because people 

feel more comfortable repor ting these s t range 

incidents , we are able to look a t  the signi ficant 

reports that are coming into the many UFO and para­

normal organisations around B r itai n . However , because 

of the focus on these phenomena , many more people 

are looking towards the skies and photographing and 

reporting many obj ects that they believe to be UFOs . 

Unfortuna tely , this is not always the case , and there 

are many misinterpretat ions of technological and 

ast ronomical obj ects that can look unusual in our 

skies . Venus has been a maj or culprit over the last 

few months , both on camcorder footage and sti lls . 

This is an e x t reme l y  brilliant planet and it can 

appear to move ( i f  t he camcorder is hand-held rather 

than on a t r i po d )  and take on all manner of shapes 

and colours as the lens zooms i n  on i t  and i t  goes 

out of focus . Another culprit is advanced laser light 

shows which generate many UFO reports and which can 

be seen wi thin a thirty mile radius , sometimes up 

to sixty miles , from where the show is located . This 

i n  no way d iscred i t s  those who report UFO sightings , 

but I would j us t  like to emphasise how easy it can 

be to misiden t i f y  something in our skies . In order 

to isolate genuine UFO sighting , we must use our 

resources to identify' sightings before j umping to 

the conclusion t ha t  the d ramatic inc rease in reports 

means t ha t  t here are more UFOs buzzing around . This 

may not be the case , and when we have l ooked a t  every 

explana tion , only than can we conclude that there 

are some UFOs that do not become IFOs ( identified 

flying obj e c t s )  no mat t er how much we try to ex plain 

them . These are the UFO sightings that are paramount 

to our researc h .  

- Gloria 
- 8 - *********** 
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�tair floating - .Some cases of childhood levita t i o n . 

Some readers might j us t  remember t he case o f  

Sarah Jones , which w e  covered in a previous i ssue 

of S t ra nge Daze . At t he t ime , what in terested us 

mos t i n  Sarah ' s story was the "werewo l f "  figure that 

she saw ( see the drawing by Sarah ' s brother , below) 

c l imbing u p  the stairs of t he i r  house in Horden , 

County Durham , at Christmas t ime , 1979 . Sarah was 

about four years old at the t ime . What I would like 

t o  d o  now i s  concentrate on a minor part of the case 

that we included i n  that issue of S t range Daze . 

Sarah had other unusual e x peri ences during her 

childhood before the "werewo l f "  encounter . As a child , 

she was alwa ys terri fied of t he stairs and the area 

outside her parents bed room . She said that she would 

get out of bed i n  the very ear l y  hours , fully 

conscious , and walk to the t o p  of the stairs in teh 

dark . This would norma l l y  be a frightening ordeal 

for Sarah , but on these par ticular occasi ons she 

would be totally relaxed and fearless . Once she 

reached the stairs , "I would 

and s i t  in an i n visible chai r ,  

simp l y  l i f t  m y  feet 

as I alwa ys called 

i t , and float down the stairs . Some times instead 

of s i t t ing , I would leap as i f  there was no gra v i t y  

and land s o f t l y  hal fway d own t h e  stairs . "  S h e  could 

never u nder s tand why she was floa ting down the stairs , 

but always enj oyed i t . She reca lls her d isappointment 

that she could never float back u p  the stairs and 

that she alwa ys had to walk back up ! 

This was the first case of "stair floa t ing" 

that I came ac ross , but i t  was not the last . I 

was contacted by one reader , a l i t tle shaken after 

rea d i ng Sarah ' s report . Al though he had never seen 

a werewo l f  on the stairs , he , too , used to play the 

. � .... _ ./ 

" floa t i ng game" at night down the stairs . He described 

i t  as like s i t t i ng back i n  an invisible armchai r ,  

and float ing gently down the stairs . Like Sarah , 

he could never float back u p . 

More recen t l y , I spoke to another gentleman 

who could remember levitating down the stairs at 

home as a sma l l  boy , perhaps four years old . " I t  

was g r e a t  fun . I would stand a t  t h e  top of t h e  stairs 

and concentrate really hard . I t  was like a cloud 

would a ppear around my feet and I would be a b le to 

float d own to the bottom" . Like Sarah , he was dis­

appoin ted by the fact that he could never float back 

u p . Then one da y ,  he i nnocently ment ioned it to his 

fathe r , who was , sha l l  we say , less than impressed 

wi t h  his son ' s  story that he was able to float down 

the stairs . After being suitably chas t ised , " I  was 

never able to do it again . "  

There are many records a f  adults who have 

exhibi ted t he a b i l i t y  to levitate or fly around : 

For e xample , St Joseph of Copertino , the " f lying 

monk" , was able to float whi le in an a religious 

ecstac y , and seemed able to control his flying antics . 

One s tory tells of how he was able to lift into place 

a heav y  wooden c ross · t ha t  a group of workmen were 

s t ruggling wi th . 

Perhaps the most famous levitator was Dan iel 

Dunglas Home , born in Curri e , near Edinbu rgh , in 

1833. He was a sickly child , suffering from tu bercul­

osis from an early age , and in terested in the ar ts. 

He deve loped into a s tagge ringly good med ium , able 

to levitate tables and furniture as we ll as himsel f .  

O n  one occasion , he seemed surprised when his host 

pointed out that he was floating two inches above 

t he cushion of his armchair . In July 18 7 1 , Home 

a t tended a spirit-session at a London flat with Lord 

Adai r ,  who reported what happened at this well known 

even t : "During the sitt ing Mr Home wen t  into a trance , 

and in that state was carried out of the window in 

the room next to where we were , and was brought in 

at our wi ndow . "  His abilit ies we re wel l  known , but 

not unique . 

at 

Perhaps many people are able 

least partially ( being able to 

to defy gra vity 

float down the 
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/ stairs , but not u p , suggests a partial le vi ta ti ve 

abi l i t y )  when they are children . It is a lmost as 

though , being too young to unders tand the meaning 

of grav i t y , and what is possible and what is not , 

some children are a b le to bend the rules of nature 

through childish ignorance . Perhaps this "stair 

floa t i ng "  phenomenon has been over looked as j ust 

chi ldhood fantasy u p  to now , which is why i t  is not 

wel l  known . I am willing to bet that there are many 

people out there , perhaps some readers of St range 

Daze , with simi lar stories to tell . I f  this article 

j ogs your memory , please wri te in or call us wi t h  

y o u r  o w n  e x peri ences , as I f e e l  t ha t  t h i s  could b e  

- 9 -

an important and over looked phenomenon . .j_ ., Y 
"".]::\=) \ - Da ve Newton . � 

********** 



- 10-
THE HIDDEN DANGERS OF 

THE ABDUCTEE by Dav i d  Sivier . 

It is a lway s  i nteresting reading UFO reports . 

The y provide the raw material for the shaky theor­

e t ical edifices most UFOlogists erect a t  some t ime 

or other , whe ther of the psychosocial or nuts-and 

-bolts UFOs-are-a l i en-spac ecraft schoo l . I t  is es pec­

i a l l y  gra t i fy ing that t here are s t i l l  people wi lling 

to seek out " e x t reme poss i b i l i t ies" despite the danger 

o f  rid icule and a buse . Somet imes this a buse unfortun-

a t e l y  comes from their fellow UFOlogists . Jerome 

Clarke , Hynek ' s  successor at t he Centre for UFO 

Studies was especia lly l oud in the investigators ' 

defence in the Forum column of the June 199 6 Fortean 

Times . He was a t t empting to counterattack the savaging 

a rmchair UFOlogists were giving genuine investigators 

i n  the field . The rea l issue , however , seemed to 

be a n  a t tempt to prop up the e x t ra t erres t rial hy po­

thesis against the increasing l y  loud cri tic ism of 

the psychosocial school . 

He has a point . Desp i t e  the massive feud ing 

and infi ghting going on in UFOlogy at the momen t ,  

not every researcher is a sel f-seeking cynic wi t h  

a b o o k  manusc ript u n d e r  h i s  a rm , not e v e n  the ever­

growi ng ranks of abduction researchers . The danger 

o f  con tamina ting your wi t nesses ' ev idence with your 

own ideas is very rea l ,  however . 

Social researchers a re trai ned , when 

i n terviewing their su bj ec ts , to avoid asking leading 

q ues tions and phras ing their ques tions in such a 

way as to infl uence their subj ects ' thinking . This 

is somethi ng all too easy to do . Everyone brings 

their own ideological baggage to an investiga tion 

and an unfortunate phrase can eas i l y  bring a subj ect 

to give you the answers they think you wan t . H y pnosis 

is especially dangerous i n  this instance , as the 

subj ect can confabulate false memo ries of an e x per­

ience - i n  our case , largely abduct ions - to please 

an invest iga tor . The FB I considered and a ba ndoned 

h ypnosis as a tool for recovering suppressed memories 

as far back as 1957 because o f  this . The use of 

h y pnosis and leading q uestions b y  lega l author i t i es 

and social workers investigating the a buse of children 

has led to a number of prosecutions against them 

for implanting false memo ries i n  the children by 

t he parents accused o f  these crimes . Such issues 

d i rec t l y  affect t he current abduction phenomenon ,  

and i t  may wel l  b e  a ma t ter o f  time until a researcher 

i s  accused b y  a n  abductee or an abductee ' s fami l y  

o f  imp lant ing f a l s e  memo ries i n  t hem . I would hate 

a n yone from NUFORI to be e x posed to this risk . 

The CGPRG - Chel tenham & Gloucester Psychical 

Research Group - had some e xperience of t he p i t falls 

o f  t h i s  t y pe o f  UFO research . The CGPRG was a Midlands 

investigative group which sad l y  met i t s  demise last 

year when most of its youthful membership dri fted 
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awa y . I should add here , that it was pressures of 

work o r  college that caused the break up , not legal 

bat t les . All good things must come to an end , and 

sma l l  groups relying on l i t t l e  more than enthusiasm 

and home computers are especial l y  prone to fission· 

I was a member until the end , and so knew something 

about t he group ' s  problems . 

They were a p proached several t imes by concerned in­

d i viduals who believed that they were being abducted 

by a l iens of the small and grey t y pe , and had been 

so a bused since childhood . Like so many other ab­

ductees , the people i n  question had even been snatched 

from their beds while their par tners slept peaceful l y , 

undist urbed by the pesky crit ters from Zeta Reticuli . 

These people we re , not unna turally , terrified by 

these e xperiences and ei ther had , or were , considering 

buying guard dogs to de fend themselves from further 

alien assaults . The y also tried various secu rity 

devices wired around their homes , and some were even 

so terrified as to give serious considera tion to 

hiring pri vate secur i t y  guards , rega rdless of the 

immense cos t . 

The group ' s  leader was sufficiently open minded 

to investigate these claims . He interviewed the ab­

duc tees and did as much personal investigat ion as 

t ime and resources would al low . Then , shortl y after 

being approached , he told the abductees that he could 

not help them and passed them on to an abductee 

support group in the Midlands . Of course i t  is passing 

the buck , but he had excellent reasons for doing 

so . Despite an e xami nat i on of the house and grounds , 

he found no physical evidence of any alien or other­

worldly presence . The abductees ' spouses usual l y  

had not been dis turbed a n d  nei ther h a d  their guard 

dogs . I n  shor t , outside of t he testimony o f  the 

percipients , there was no proo f of any kind of para­

normal activi t y . 

This is common to the abduction phenomenon . 

Man y  a bductees report that other people near them 

are " swi tched off" during their assaul t ,  and remain 

b l issfu l l y  unaware of the b i zarre events unfolding 

a round them . Now i t  could be that an advanced alien 

race has found ways o f  swi tching human beings off 

whi le kidnapping t he Earthling of their choice . It 

is a possi bili t y . On the other hand, there is amp le 

ev idence that the a bduct ion experience is a 

purely interna l event generated by poorly understood 

neurological mechanisms i n  the brai n . 

You see my poin t . Any honest , sceptical research­

er invest iga ting an abduction is caught between a 

rock and a hard place . If he/ she considers that the 

experience i s  internal , then he or she has the unfort­

unate j ob of telling the percipient that they were 

mistaken or hallucina t i ng . Not an easy j o b a t  the 

best of times . He/she will natura l l y  ap pear dismissive 

and the abductee may well feel let down . They , a t  

leas t , w e r e  convinced of the rea l i t y  of t h e i r  ex per-
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ience. They may have come to the researcher par t l y  

seeking confirma t i o n  o f  the experience . O n e  skep t ical 

Ame rican psychothe ra p i s t  who treats abductees com­

plained that desp i te his best efforts , his patients 

left him as convi nced of t he rea l i t y  of their ab­

duct ions as when they wen t  i n . Unl ess you can p resent 

a n  a i r tight , convinc i ng case the abductee wi l l  not 

believe the investigator and consider him or her 

unhel p ful . I f  a t ra i ned medical pro fessional cannot 

convince his patients that their e x perience was in­

terna l , then I doubt that t he a verage UFOlogist wi l l  

fare any bet ter . Most o f  us are , a fter a l l , unpaid 

amateurs wi t h  l i t t le or no medical training . I n  add­

i t ion to this , t here is a lways t he possi b i l i t y , how-

ever unlike l y , that the abductee ' s  exper iences are 

real . I n  which case , you are imposing your own mis­

t aken belief onto t hem . 

On the other hand , a researcher could end u p  

agreeing that the p e r c i p i e n t  is b e i n g  a b d u c t e d  b y  

al iens , in which case t h e y  a r e  reinforcing a belief 

the percipi ent obv iously fi nds unp leasant and dis­

tressing . There is ev idence tha t the abduction e x per­

ience runs i n  fami lies , so that the abduc tee ' s  

child ren could begin sharing their paren ts ' e xper­

iences . Not a pl easant thought . Kevin McClu re , in 

a recent article in Magon ia , drew pa rallels between 

some abduction research and li terature and the Fred 

and Rose West case . He was remarking on the way both 

were d rawi ng children into a dest ruc t i ve l i fe of 

pain . This is st rong stuff . Mack , Hopkins and Jacobs 

certainly aren ' t  perverts l i ke the afo rementioned 

Glouces tershire mons ters . A postgraduate l i terature 

student I k now d i d  remark , however , that the accounts 

of alien e xami nations and rape used the same 

" d iscourse" - l i terary s t ruc t u re - as Victorian sado-

masoc histic p ornography . This seems to supp o r t  

McClure ' s contention t h a t  much of the works o f  B u d d  

Hopk i ns , John Mack and Da vid Jacobs resemble 

paedophile porn , not someth ing i n  which I would care 

t o  have any par t . Added to this , there is the dist inct 

poss i b i l i t y  o f  a court case should the percip ient 

decide that the e x perience was a false memory and 

somehow imp lanted by the investigator . There is also 

e v idence that some memories o f  a b duction b y  aliens 

could be garbled memories of genuine chil dhood abuse 

b y  h uman adu lts . The victim i n  that case finds such 

memories genuinely uncomfortable and so disguises 

t hem i n  t he c l o thing of an abduction by a l iens . 

In e i ther case if you research alien abduct ions 

you are far out o f  your dep th . E ven John Mac k ,  who 

is a hi ghly quali fied psychiatri st , faced charges 

b y  t he Senate of Harvard Universi t y . The only thing 

you can d o  is drop the case and ad vi se the poor s** 

who comes to you where else they can seek help . The 

prob lem with this a pp roach i s  that there seem t o  

be a l l  t o o  f e w  professional psychologists a n d  psy­

chiatrists willing to investigate the p henomenon . 

Left to un trained or semi-trained enthusias ts , the 

abduc t ion experience can only grow and become more 

severe . McClure wan ted accounts of abduction by a l iens 

restric ted to properly refereed scientific and med ical 

text books , presumably to stop them contaminating 

impressionable minds on the one hand and voyeurs 

on t he o ther . I feel that unfortunately we are a 

long wa y from that y e t . 

I am aware that this is a grim article . Wel l , 

there ' s  no wa y to make it cheerfu l . I don ' t  know 

what policy NUFORI has on abduc tion research . From 

the general standard of Strange Daze the researchers 

seem sensi b le , ethical peop le aware of the i ssues 

involved . I did fee l , however , that as t he abduc tion 

furore shows no sign of abating , the e x perience of 

other groups fac ing the phenomenon may be useful . 

Tel l ing people to avoid it may not be a lot of help 

in investigating a genui ne p u zzle , but it might be 

the only way of avoid ing later unpleasantness . Like 

lawye1·5 

In the meant ime , I shall conti nue to read Strange 

Daze ' s  reports wi th interest and amazement . The we ird­

ness is still out t here , and i t  is better that it 

is investigated b y  peop le who are genuinely interested 

in the phenomenon t han the Dona ld Menzels of this 

world . Or worse , Damned b y  academic si lence . Keep 

up the good work . 
--------- ***'� 

EDITOR ' S  NOTE . Abduction research can be grim , part­

icular l y  i f  one looks at the Ameri can sc ene . And 

where America leads,· B ri tai n  usually follows . Part­

icularly worry ing are the abduction cases involving 

children , such as "The Abduc tion of Jason Wi ll iams" , 

an eleven year old boy , which ap peared in the March 

I April 1 996 issue of Quest ' s  "UFO Magazine " . Alien 

abduction could p ossi bly be used as some form of 

a cover for a buse from a human source , as Mr Siv ier 

correctly points out above . The wel fare of the wi t ness 

is t he absolute priority in such cases , and I would 

advise anyone dea l i ng wi th such a case to inform 

the professional child we l fare agencies . None of 

the investigators here in NUFORI use regression 

hy pnosis wi th wi t nesses , and perhaps because of that 

we s t i l l  have some of the we irdness and variety in 

reported enti ties . I t  also avoids the po tential 

lega l minefield of "False memory synd rome", where 

leading q uestions a nd wi t ness manipulation during 

hypnosis can implant false memories . We prefer to 

let the wi t ness tell their own story , from what they 

can consciously reca l l , and not t ry to make it fit 

into any theories we may have . We take great pains 

to avoid lead ing questions . 

The volume of material dea l i ng with "alien ab­

ductions" available i n  the popular media means that 

mos t people are now familiar to some extent with 

the phenomenon . Whi le this hopefully means t hat there 

is greater public awareness of t he phenomenon and 

THE HIDDEN DANGERS - 11 - OF THE ABDUCTEE 
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greater acceptance o f  people wi t h  abduc t i o n  e x perien­

c es t o  share , it does have its d rawbacks . Now , a t  

lea s t  subconscious l y , people know what a n  abduc t i o n  

i s  "sup posed t o  be l ike" and they k n o w  wha t  an alien 

"shou l d "  l ook l ike , t hanks t o  Hopkins , e t  a l . This 

may e x p la i n  some o f  the uniformit y  that emerges in 

abduc t i on s t o ries when hy pnosis is used . The a l iens 

are certainly amazi ng : they can wa lk through wa lls , 

vanish at w i l l , swi tch off potential wit nesses , but 

still leave scars and memories . To me , the ETH is 

far too simp l i s t ic t o  explain the phe nomenon 

adequatel y . These encounters can be pos i t i ve l i f e  

chang i n g  e x peri ences relat ed t o  a range of other 

mys tical e x pe r iences . The o r i g i ns of the abduct ion 

e x peri ence ma y l i e  with sleep paralysis or elect ro­

magne t i c  hypersensi t i v i t y , but there are o t her social 

and psychological fac tors which need t o  be expl ored , 

too . I wou ld not a d v ise amateur i n ves t i gators to 

avoid t hese cases , b u t  t o  proceed with e x t reme caution 

and an open mind . At this point in the study of a 

new phenomenon , are the " t rained profess ionals" any 

be t te r  placed to understand i t  than we are? 

I am concerned that some UFO groups ma y encoun ter 

legal prob lems i f  they conti nue al ong their present 

pa ths . I have already men t i oned Quest I n terna t i onal 

and t hei r publication " UFO Magazi ne " , which i ncluded 

the first big child abduc t i o n  case i n  this count ry . 

Ques t are big proponents of the e x t ra terrestrial 

hypothesis and regularly use regression h y pnosi s  

i n  cases . I f  some k i nd of legal act ion we re to b e  

taken over a child abduction/ab use o r  false memory 

case , Quest could we l l  be the group a ffected . I hope 

that Tony Dodd , their d i rector of i n vestiga t ions , 

knows what he is potentially gett ing himsel f  i n to . 

With their newss tand magazine , Quest may be the most 

wel l  known UFO group i n  the country . A serious legal 

case woul d  damage t he cred i b i l i t y  of all groups . 

Let ' s  hope it doesn ' t  come to t ha t . 

Da vid Sivier , l i ke mysel f ,  does not believe 

t ha t  t he abduc t i on phenomenon is related to physical 

e x t ra terrestrial beings ; but I would not agree that 

the only a l terna t i ve is tha t  the wit ness is always 

hal luc i na t ing and is thus suffering from some sort 

of i l l ness , t o  be cured b y  a good enough psycho­

therapist . These experiences are often accompanied 

by other forms o f  paranormal ac t i v i t y , newfound 

a r t i s t i c  or other a b i l i t ies , and can lead to some 

very positive changes in the percipient ' s  l i fe . 

Al though the phenomenon can have an unp leasant side , 

I do not think t ha t  the percipient should be seen 

as ei ther a victim or a patient in need of curing . 

The UFOlogist in these cases needs to be part invest­

igator and part counsellor , offering he lp, support 

and understanding as the percipient comes to terms 

wi th the events . Some times , the wi t ness will have 

no-one else t o  trust or confide i n .  In some cases , 

this can no doubt lead to an unhea l thy relat ionship 

developing , some thing else for an investigator to 

beware of . All too often though , I fear that those 

people who experience the "abduc tion" come to the 

conclusion that al iens are responsible ; and they 

seek out those groups and i nves tigators they k now 

are a l l  too will ing to acce p t  that they have indeed 

been abduc ted by aliens . Here , both parties are 

vict ims , lost i n  a li t t l e  wo rld of self deception . 

- D . N .  

INDEPENDENCE DAY: 
WOULD COSMIC UFOs SUC­

CUMB TO THE OLD 'TROJAN 

HORSE' TRICK AND A DiNKY 

COMPUTER VIRUS? WOULD 

ALIEN SPACE LOCUSTS AL­

LOW US TO ACCESS THEIR 

NETWORK? I DOUBT IT! GET 

A CLUE! AND TELL THE OF­

FICE GEEK TO GET A VOICE! 

ab le  government secrecy (see Clear 
Intent by Fawcett/Greenwood; and 
Above Top Secret by a British author 

whose name escapes me at this mo­
ment). [ Tim Good - E d . ] 

reers. Even many of us who purchase 
crystals, chant various mantras, study 

non-mainstream rel igions and theories. 
or clack rosaries are often "al ien"ated by 
this topic. Some people seemed to thi nk 

I was mental ly i l l  for studying cattle 
muti lations, for example, a phenomenon 
closely related to some UFO sighting 
reports, especial ly in Colorado (cf. 
Linda Moulton Howe's ground-breaking 

research and video documentaries). Why 

is this subject so charged emotional ly 

and so bitterly d isruted by those charis­
matic, pseudoskeptical hypocrites who 

otherwise claim the high ground of 

open-mindedness, nonprejudice, and 

unbiased learning? 

By Jay D i l lon . 
There are so many things wrong with the 
b lockbuster movie Independence Day 

that i t 's  hard to know exactly where to 
begin criticizing it. Clearly, for a l l  its 

high-tech special effects wizardry, this 
movie is destined to be a flop in many 

respects. But i t  has made a breakthrough 

in some ways, bri nging some important 
issues to the mind of the general pub l ic. 

The col lateral problem/damage is that 
the issues are so poorly brought forward 

and so l amely acted that few people in  

their right mind w i l l  be inspired by this 
movie to look more deeply  i nto the sub­

j ects of UFO "mythology" and presum-

I have been interested in the UFO ques­
tion s ince 1959 when an astronomer 

hired by the Air Force labeled some 
Michigan sightings as "swamp gas ."  In  
later explanations of this i ncident, Dr .  J .  

Alien Hynek stated that he had men­

tioned swamp gas as one of any number 

of possible natural exp lanations for UFO 

sightings of that period. He later became 
convinced that some UFOs are extrater­

restrial spacecraft, and dedicated the re­
mainder of his extraordinari ly  

courageous and productive career to 
constructing a rational scientific expla­

nation of UFOs. 

Over the past decade I have become in­
creasingly interested i n  UFO studies. 
This topic brings people to the point of 

b itter disputes that can damage long­

standing friendships and promising ea-
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There is no doubt in my mind that UFOs 

are real, but I have difficulty figuring 
out what that real i ty could be. I have 

read upwards of 200 books on the sub­
ject, some far better than others, and 
have watched numerous videos and read 
many tabloids and magazines on the 

topic .  The UFO question is undoubtedly 

the primary paradigm_-shiftjng __ question 

in the world today. 



As a kid who grew up i n  a rather im­
pressively crazed fami l y  environment, I 

used to enjoy going outdoors of a sum­

mer' s n ight with a flashl ight and signal­

i ng upward into the heavens to see if I 

coul d  contact other planets and UFOs. I 
i m agined the l ight beam travel ing out­
ward into space at 1 86,000 m i l es per 

second.  It gave me a feel ing of power 

(otherwise quite unavai lab l e) and awe to 
know that with my humble l ittle  Ev­

eready flashl ight I cou l d  send a s ignal 

that fast and i nfin itely far. But I have 
never seen a UFO unless you count the 

"green firebal l"  I saw in  the m i ds ixties, 
and I know that i t  is possible I never wi l l  
see a bona fide UFO. I envy those who 
have, and I tend to bel ieve the stories of 
some of the more credible observers, 
who include folks from all walks of l i fe 

and a l l  levels of education and social 
standing. 

The latest UFO book I have purchased is 

an example in point-Paul H i l l ' s  book, 
Uncom•entional Flying Ohjects: A Sci­

entific Analysis ( 1995).  This book was 

publ ished posthumously  by Paul H i l l ' s  
daughter. H i l l  was a respected NASA 

scientist for many years and undoubtedly 

preserved his  retirement benefits by not 
pub l ishing before h is death . 

Paul H i l l  states that he saw a bona fide 

UFO on July 1 6, 1952 . He describes the 

three-m i nute sighting in detai l ,  ending 

by saying "There is a lot of truth in  the 
o l d  saying, ' I t ' s  d ifferent when it hap­
pens to you . '  It was with in  my l ine of 

business to know that no Earthcraft 

coul d  remotely approach those maneu­
vers" (p. 45) . 
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It m ay surprise many people to know 
that when movies such as Independence 

Day and Close Encounters of the Third 

Kind are m ade, they often rel y  on years 
and years of dedicated research and in­

vestigation by dozens of sincere scien­
tific and amateur i nvestigators. Thus 
when Area 5 1  in  Nevada is  mentioned, 
for example, there is more than just a 

dramatic reason for the screenwriter 

doing so. There is  a wealth of data avai l ­

able  in  the  UFO l iterature pointing to 

Area 5 1  as being one of several US 

m i l itary storage and research faci l it ies 

for what may wel l  be interste l lar space­
craft. The d ifficu l ty arises in  the fact that 
some information that has been gener­
ated and embel l ished about Area 5 1  i s  

purely mythological , though perhaps 

derived from kernels of truth, and the 
task of a sane person becomes one of 
sorting and col lati ng stories and bona 
fide investigations, trying to discern if 
and when any truth is being conveyed. 

All that said, I bel ieve there is some 

truth to many of these fantastic stories. 

One of the top investigators today, 
maintain i ng a rigorous scientific ap­

proach to the UFO problem, is Stanton 

Friedman, a physicist who was inti­

mately associated with government nu­

clear developments and m i l i tary/space 
appl ications of nuclear power. He has 

produced a CD-ROM disk with vast 

amounts of wel l-establ ished information 

on the subject, and this is the type of in­

formation that should be accessed by 
sincere investigators. And for goodness 
sake, please do not ridicule the entire 

field if you know nothing ahout it, nor 

taken time to look for bona fide infor­

mation sources on the subject. 

It would be supremely exciti ng and pro­

ductive to establ ish communication and 

cooperation with other p lanets in  our 

average-sized galaxy of about 250 bil­
lion stars (thank you Car! Sagan), in a 

"known" (whatever that means) universe 
of roughly 250 b i l l ion-plus galaxies. 

Fi lms l ike Independence Day at least 

bring the possibi l ity of contact to the 
consciousness of many people. But the 
al iens, from all that I have read, are 
somethi ng far beyond the self- l i mited 
imagination of many human beings, and 

I prefer to see them as more positive, 
benign entities than envisioned in  Inde­
pendence Day (telepathical ly  contro l l ing 
space locusts). It seems we have a hard 
time respecting something new unless 

we are afrai d  of it-a sad commentary 

on us general ly as a race of purportedly 

i ntell igent cosmic  citizens.  

I used to say I found the topic of UFOI­
ogy interesting even if there is noth ing 

to it. Now I would say that the topic is 

fascinating, and there is so much to it 
that there is no suhject more worthy of 
careful scrutiny. Real contact with the 

observed UFOs. in  my opinion,  wi l l  be 

the long-awaited reconnection of this 

p lanet with the rest of the universe, and 

wi l l  entai l an awaken ing of cosm ic con­
sciousness of infinite range and poten­
tial .  For this reason, the UFO question 

wi l l  not go away. The mystery and 

beauty of UFOiogy wi l l  deepen and ex­

pand exponential ly .  There is no l imit  to 
this phenomenon, and the last word on 
the subject wi l l  never be written. 

THE BEGINNfNG 

THE BIEFELD-BROWN EFFECT 

AND SPACE TRAVEL 

elect ronics from an early age and d iscovered a pro­

pulsive force caused by high vol tage impulses be fore 

grad uating from high school . He a t tended Caltech 

in Pasadena , Cal i fornia , beginning in 19 2 2  and was 

a student of the Nobel laureate physicist Robert 

A. Mill ikan . He transferred to Kenyon Co llege in 

Ohio in 1923 where he stud ied electronics under Paul 

Biefeld , a former c lassmate of Albert Einstein . 

by Jay Di llon . 

Those of us who study UFOs and related t heories 

and technologies wi l l  eventua l l y  encounter t he name 

of Thomas Towns end Brown . Who was this man , and why 

i s  it t ha t  his work may be a key element in our u nder­

s tanding of the UFO phenomenon? 

I recently came ac ross Brown ' s  name i n  a book 

b y  Charles 

Phi ladel phia 

Ber l i t z  

Experimen t : 

and Wi lliam Moore , 

Proj ect Invisibi l i t y "  

"The 

( New 

York : Fawcet t Crest , 1979 [ publ ished i n  t he UK by 

Souvenir Press i n  1979 and i n  paperback b y  Panther 

books , 1980 - Ed . ] ) .  I was intrigued by the in form­

a t ion about Brown because , al though he had e x t remely 

good credentials i n  physics and had shown scientific 

p rowess from an ear l y  age , he is not common l y  wri t ten 

u p  i n  physics reference books . 

According to Be r l i t z  and Moore , Brown was born 

i n  Zanesville , Ohio in 1905 . He e x pe rimented wi t h  

Biefeld was in terested in Brown ' s  discovery 

o f  t he high vol tage propulsive effec t . Together they 

developed an understanding of this physical principle 

which came to be referred to ( i nformal l y )  as the 

Biefeld-Brown effect . This effect is simply the motion 

of a heavily charged elect rical condenser [ capaci tor ] 

in the d irection of the positive pole . It is somewhat 

d if ficult for me to understand the d i f ference be tween 

this seemingly unnoticed discovery by Biefeld and 

Brown in 19 23 and the apparently synonymous de Haas­

van Al phen effec t , d i scovered in 1930 . Perhaps readers 

wi t h  more physics under their belts could correspond 

wi t h  me on this question . 
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Brown was on t he staff of the Swazey Observatory 

i n  Ohio for four years , then went to wo rk for the 

Naval R esearch Labora tory i n  Washington , D . C . , 

specia l ising in radiation , field physics and 

spect roscop y .  He took part in the Navy ' s  I n ternat ional 

Grav i t y  Exped i t i on to the Wes t  Indies in 1932 , and 

t he Johnson-Smi t hsonian Deep Sea Expedit ion i n  1933 . 

In 1934 Brown was granted a patent by t he U .  S .  

Pe tent Office for his "Elec t rostat ic Motor" ( U . S .  

Pa tent Number 1974483 ) .  He recei ved other patents 

rela t i ng to electronics i n  later years , but this 

one seems t o  be o f  pr imary importance for aerospace 

a p p l ications . 

Budget cuts forced him to work as a soi l engineer 

for the Federal Relief Admi n i s t ra t ion and as a n  

admi nis trator for t he C i v i l ian Conservation Corps 

in Ohio . 

Brown became a Lieutenant in the Na vy Reserve 

and i n  1939 moved to Ma ryland to work for t he Glenn 

L. Mar t i n  Compan y  ( l ater Ma r t i n  Aerospace ) .  The Nav y  

assigned h i m  t o  develop minesweepers a n d  he later 

headed the Navy ' s  A t lantic Fleet Radar School . I n  

this p e r i o d  o f  t ime i t  is thought t h a t  Brown may 

have had some part in Navy efforts to produce inv is­

i b i l i t y  for camouf lage purposes in wa rfare , using 

elec tromagnetic fields . Brown was r e t i red from the 

Na vy in 1943 . 

In 1944 Brown began work in radar technology 

wi th Lockheed in Ca l i fornia . He conti nued to wo rk 

privately on his propulsion system ,  which he called 

the "gravitor" . He left Lockheed t o  cont inue work ing 

on the gravi tor i n  Hawa i i  with support from Arthur 

Radford , Commander in Chief of the U . S .  Pac i f ic Fleet 

and later Chai rman of the Joi n t  Chiefs of Staff under 

President Eisenhower ( 19 5 3-57 ) .  

According to Moore and Be rlit z ,  an experiment 

i n  1952 brought Brown ' s  gravitor to the point where 

i t  could l i f t  more than its own weight . Brown post­

ulated an observa b le connec tion be tween gra v i tation 

and electrici t y . He worked wi t h  d i electrics , ma terials 

that are elec t r i cal insulators . Brown focused on 

d i e lect rics whi ch could be c harged and d ischarged 

a t  e x t remely high potential several thousand t imes 

per second . He was able to build d isc-shaped obj ects 

tha t could f l y  under their own power , " emi t t i ng a 

sl ight hum and a bluish elecrical glow , "  according 

to Moore and Ber l i t z . 

Scientists who observed Brown ' s  demons trations 

in 1953 were sceptical , a t t ri bu t ing the observed 

mot i ve force to "elec t r ical wi nd" ra ther than accept­

ing Brown ' s  interpretat ion of the mo t ion as ev idence 

o f  a possible uni fication be tween gravitation and 

elec t r i c i t y . ( I nterest i ng l y , this "electric wi nd" 

has come to public a t tention this year in new t ech­

nology t hat improves t he efficiency of a utomobile 

spark pl ugs a nd can be a p p l ied to extinuish oil 

fires . )  S t i l l  under funded , Brown wen t  to France and 

demonstrated his work to a company called La Societe 

Nat i onale de Cons truction Aeronauti q ue Sud Ques t . 

There he found that his discs actually worked more 

efficiently in a vacuum , and that the speed and 

effic iency increased wi th grea ter vol tages . When 

Sud Ouest merged with a la rger company , Brown ' s  

fund ing fell apart once again . He returned to the 

United States i n  1956 , becoming the head of research 

and development for the Whi tehall-Rand proj ect , 

focusing on potential antigravity technolog y .  The 

primary fund er for this proj ec t , Agnew Bahnson , was 

k i lled when his pri vate plane hit a high tension 

wire . 

Brown became i ncreasing l y  i nteres ted in UFOs . 

He founded t he National Investigations Committee 

on Aerial Phenomena ( NICAP) in 1956 . This group 

lobbied in tensively to end government secrecy about 

UFOs and i n t imidation o f  UFO observers . It was headed 

by reti red U. S .  Marine Corps Maj or Dona ld E. Key hoe 

[ who wrote several important and popular books on 

the UFO subj ect himse lf - Ed . ]  

I n  1958 , Brown started his own corporation called 

Rand In ternational . Brown was able to secure pa tents 

both inside and outside the United States . In Grea t 

Britain he holds patent number 300 , 3 1 1 according 

to The Anti-Gravity Handbook by D. Hatcher Childress 

( see "Up In The Air over Anti-Gravit y ? "  by 

W . P .  Donavan in Childress 's book ) . Perhaps it would 

be a good idea to assemble and reproduce all of 

Brown 1 5 '  patented inventions , wi th sufficient funding 

to test all prototypes . Chi ld ress provides a list 

of several dozen "Antigravi t y  Space Drives" on pages 

1 38-9 o f  his book . The only device of Brown ' s  that 

he men t ions is the "Electrokinetic Device" dated 

1960 ( no patent number listed ) . 

In the early 19 60s Brown worked for Elect ro­

kinetics Inc . , of Bala Cynwyd , Pennsylvania , and 

was later associated wi t h  a proj ect at the Stanford 

Research I ns t i tute , wi th assis tance from the Univer­

s i t y  o f  Cali fornia and the Ames Research Center of 

NASA . 

This short article has leaned ha vily on Moore 

and Ber l i t z ' s book and provides in outline form the 

key informa tion i n  their chapter entitled "The Force 

Fields of Townsend Brown" . I am interested in loca ting 

readers of S t range Daze who may have physics and elec­

tronics training and sufficient resources to assis t 

me in further research and development of Brown ' s  

technolog y . Please contact me via the Strange Daze 

editorial add ress . 

*****��* 

EDITOR ' S  COMMENT : Thanks to Jay Dil lon for that 

look a t  Townsend Brown and his UFO related work . 

Brown was an in teresting character and I hope that 

some o f  our readers wi l l  be able to he lp wi th research 

into Brown ' s  devices . At t he very least , it would 

be great fun and a cha l lenge to rec rea te on of his 
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hovering discs . 

In some respects it mat ters l i t t le whet he r  o r  

not Brown ' s  drive sys tem worked by mani pulating 

gravi t y . A l l  flying machines are in some way "anti­

gravi t y "  dev ices because they al l ow us to escape 

from t he surface o f  t he Ear t h  for a whi le . As we 

a p p roach a ne� century and a new range o f  aeroplanes 

and spacec ra f t , eng i neers are l ooking a t  new t ypes 

of propulsion systems , a l t erna t i ves to the trad i ti on­

a l l y  c hemica l powered j e t s  and rockets . Ion d r i ves 

and Biefeld-Brown e f fect engines may one day prove 

more e ffec t i v e  than our present engines . 

Brown ' s  name has been connected wi th the in famous 

"Philadel phia Experiment ,  but his exact involvemen t  

i s  unclear . NICAP , t h e  g r o u p  he founded i n  1956 , 

had some very i nteresting connect ions wi th the 

intell igence commu n i t y : Vice Admi ral Roscoe H .  

Hil lenkoet ter , a former d i rector o f  the CIA was a 

member of the NICAP board u n t i l  he resi gned in 1962 . 

Hillenkoet ter ' s  name is also on the list of Maj est ic-

12 members . Also in N ICAP were Colonel Joseph J .  
Bryan I I I  ( a  chief of t he CIA ' s psychological warfare 

staff - a NICAP board member ) ;  Count Nicolas de Roche­

fort ( CIA psychological warfare staff - a NICAP vice 

chairma n ) ; John Acuff ( possible CIA connec t i on 

Keyhoe ' s  replacement in 1969 ) ;  and Alan N .  Hal l  (CIA 

agent - Acu f f ' s successo r ) . NI CAP , a st rong cri tic 

of the A i r  Force , was disbanded i n  19 7 3 .  

- D . N .  
******** 

======================================��=======================================----
In t he second of his maj or art ic les this issue , David 

Sivier l ooks at science , pseudoscience and the 

skeptical backlash heading our way in the wake of 

The X-Fi les . 

- Ed . 

FALL OF THE IDOLS 

By Dav i d  Sivier . 

Slart i ba r t fast : "Science has done some wo nderful 

thi ngs , but I ' d  far rather be happy than right . "  

Arthur : "And are you ? "  

Slarti bartfas t : "No . That ' s  whe re i t  a l l  falls down , 

of course . "  

- Douglas Adams , The Hi tchhiker ' s  Guide to 

the Gala x y . 

It had to come . After the wave of popular pro­

grammes on the paranormal , li ke Strange But True , 

The Paranorma l World of Paul McKenna and the fictional 

we i rdness o f  The X-Files , the react ion has set i n .  

The Ske p t i c s  are fighting back . And i n  the forefront 

o f  t he conflict is Catherine Benne t t . 

Ca therine Benne t t  is a j ournalist wi t h  a mission : 

to root out and combat the burgeoning wa ves of su per­

s t i tion and pseudoscience threatening to overwhelm 

us . Or a t  leas t , that ' s  what she sai d  in the first 

programme of her new series " St range Days " . Trans­

m i t ted a t  t he graveyard slot o f  1 1  . 1 5pm on Tuesday 

1 8 t h  June 199 6 , t he first programme did its best 

to a t tack as many o f  these super s t i t i ons as possible . 

In a packed 30 minutes she launched an assault on 

Chinese geomanc y ,  parapsychol og y ,  UFOlogy , astrology 

and "mind , body and spirit" sections o f  bookshops 

and the publ ishers responsi ble , maki ng sideswipes 

along t he wa y a t  the National Lottery and Green peace . 

St range But True was earmarked for especial 

treatmen t .  The pr ime polluter of otherwise rational 

minds , a psycholog i s t  called i t  "a d isgrace" and 

e xpressed d i sgust that i t  should be broadcast as 

popular entertainmen t .  According to him , people base 

their own personal belief in such mat ters not 
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according to the i r  own personal e x perience , but on 

those of t he i r  friends , stories they have heard . 

He exuded scho larly d isgust at t he corruption of 

a l l  the impressionable minds out there , wa tching . 

To prove her point tha t  "few of the people who 

make those prog rammes or put horoscopes in the papers 

believe i n  them" 1 she tracked down the prod ucer of 

S t range But True and one of the publishers responsible 

for some of the paranormal output of Will iam 

Hei nemann . Neither of them d i d . The prod ucer of 

S t range But True never theless felt that as many people 

d i d , they had a duty to broadcast such ma terial , 

and consid ered that the programme presented the 

ra tional case quite we l l . Or a t  least , that Bennett 

d i d n ' t  have any evidence to the con trary - a claim 

flatly contradic ted by the excerpts from the of fending 

prog ramme she chose to prove her case . 

Superstit ion thri ved , she sai d , in periods of 

j o lting change , when l i fe becomes i nsecure and all 

the old certaint ies are under threat . People are 

afraid of "downs izing" - management speak for getting 

rid of a lot of company staff very quickly - unemp loy­

ment , poverty . And when fai t h  i n  the old ways is 

undermi ned , what is t he rep lacement ? Wel l , Providence , 

if you bel i eve her . Especially Provide nce in the 

form of a win d fa l l  from the Na ti onal Lo t tery . This 

was particularly irrational as the odds are 1 4  million 

to one against and you stand a far better chance 

of being hit twice by lightning . 

Then off to maul parapsycholog y .  Up she wen t  

N o r t h  o f  t h e  Border to interview R o b e r t  Morris , who 

holds the controversia l Arthur Koestler Chair of 

Parapsychology at Ed in burgh Universi ty . In convers­

ation Dr Morris seemed entirely reasonable . Many 

people believed i n  ESP and psychic powers and felt 

i gnored by Science , he said . There was therefore 

sufficient reason to investigate these claims . If 

t hese powers did not exist , then an argument had 

to be found to convince people that they didn ' t  exist . 

All very reasonable . Except to Bennett , who fell 

back on t he t ime-honoured Skept ics ' wea pons of abuse 
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and ridicule . " So " , she sneered , " I f  you see fai r i es 

at t he bot tom of your garden , you can a p p l y  for a 

research grant to investiga t e  i t . "  She wasn ' t  even 

above a l i t t le b i t  of name calling . Robert Morris 

was "mystic Bob " . Wel l , s t icks and s tones • • .  

Another talking head emerged to state that para­

psychology was , i n  fac t , an ant i-science . One view 

of ma teria l i s t  science was very cold , d isturbing 

and so people used a belief i n  t hese _supernatural 

powers to make t he universe a b i t  more comforti ng . 

By pursuing these powers , parapsychology was a t tacking 

rationa l , atheistic materia l i s t i c  science . I t  was 

a n  a n t i-science . Diane Kossey in her book " Kooks" 

says much t he same thing too , a l t hough she said i t  

about the l i brary o f  bizarre a n d  d iscarded notions 

kept in the basemen t  of MIT . Kossey was also far 

more positive . These ideas were actually a form of 

l i beration , of people refusing t o  accept the chilly 

defini tions of themsel ves and the world foisted upon 

t hem by mod ern science . A nice thought , but i t  s t i l l  

doesn ' t  make t hem t rue though . 

Benne t t  then we n t  on to e x plain that people 

had l ost their fa i t h  in science . Science was su pposed 

to be respons ible for nuclear wea pons , pollution 

and other evils o f  the modern world . Lo ts of shots 

we re shown of nuclear e x plosi ons . Th is all owed her 

t o  take a swipe at Greenpeace and the press for 

getting their fac ts wrong about certain chemicals 

causing shrinking wi ll ies and the Brent Spar fiasco . 

Many scientists , she stated , had bel ieved t ha t  sinking 

t he Brent Spar in deep wa ter was the only ecologica l l y  

s o u n d  wa y of disposing of t h e  platfo rm . In t he 

hysteria surrounding the case , this was ignored . 

It was only when the wre tched thing was towed into 

a Norwegian fj ord d i d  Green peace realise they ' d  got 

their fac ts wrong . And so Green peace j oined t he ranks 

o f  t he paranorma l damned in her personal demono log y . 

We l l , as Fort said : 

"All would be wel l .  

All would b e  heavenly -

If only the damned wou ld stay damned . " 2 

In a l l  fai rness , she d i d  make some good points . 

I worry a bout the mind-numbing rubbish being publ ished 

for t he credulous b y  some of the paranormal publ ishing 

houses . The current a bduction c raze scares me rigid , 

t hough not wi t h  t he fear that a l iens wi l l  whisk me 

out of bed in t he middle of the night to suck out 

m y  s emen and s t ick probes where the Sun don ' t  shine . 

As for beliefs that are 2 , 000 years o ld . . .  wel l , 2 , 000 

y ea rs ago people did sacrifice each other and commi t 

a l l  kinds of b i zarre acts in the name of religion 

and faith which would ( hopeful l y )  be repugnant t o  

t h e  modern mind . A t housand years of b e l i e f  d oes 

not necessari l y  make that belief benign or true , 

merely ancient . I certainly can ' t  see how a Feng 

Shui e x pert who charges £350 a n  hour can change t he 

problems of unemp loyment , poverty and racism i n  

Bethnal l  Green , espec ially when he ad vised t h e  d iscon­

t i nuation of the rai l  service ferrying commu ters 

to work elsewhere . 

Nevertheless , her views are based on a funda­

mentally flawed assumption . Science progresses t hrough 

investiga t i on of anomalies . For e xample , inconsist­

encies in t he Ptolemaic , Ear th-centred view of the 

cosmos caused that s ystem to be overthrown in favour 

of t he heliocentric Coperni can view of the Solar 

S ystem . The aether , aristotelian humours , phlogiston 

( a  mysterious fluid t ha t  was believed to be t he 

chemi cal const i tuent of fire ) were a l l  overthrown 

when they couldn ' t  deal wi th anomalous fac ts that 

dogged t hem , despite the fac t that to the scientists 

and physi cians of their day they were eminen t l y  rat­

iona l , self-evident theories . A good scientist tests 

the s t rength of his/her theories by seeking out in­

consistencies - any fact tha t  could prove him/her 

wrong . Only when no anomalies arise can the theory 

be j ud ged to be " p roven " . 

Parapsychology does j ust tha t . For a l l  Madame 

Benne t t ' s  scorn tha t  if these powers exist , then 

why aren ' t  we all communica ting telepathically and 

sa ving on telephone bills , i t  does address a very 

real issue . And not all parapsycholog ists are 

believers . Dr Susan Blackmore of the University of 

the West of England is a noted skeptic . Yet that 

has not stopped her investigating anomalous experien­

ces such as Near Death E x per iences and alien abduct­

ions . By investigating these things we still stand 

to learn something new about the way the human mind 

works and perce ives the world . I f  a ghos t or UFO 

is a mis take or hal l ucina t ion , it is s t i l l  valuable 

to know why the percipient saw a ghost or UFO . But 

I suspect that I ' m  preaching to the converted here . 

The other notable mistake is her a t t achment 

to t he Enl ightenment . Th is was the period in the 

18th Century when scholars moved to a modern , mechan­

istic understanding of the Cosmos based around reason 

and natural laws . It was a time when reason first 

a t tacked religion , marshalling its forces to dis­

enchant the universe of t he supernatural enti ties 

then pervading i t . I n  p lace of t he God of the Bible 

and the spirits and demons of popular belief , the 

French revolutionaries put up the Goddess of Pure 

Reason , to whom incense and perfumes were sacrificed . 

Religion and supers ti tion gave way to Deism , agnost ic­

ism and finally a theism . A complete break had been 

made wi th t he past . • .  

Or had i t ?  Wel l ,  er , no actua lly . The medieval 

t heologians had inherited the veneration of the Greek 

philosophers towards Rationa l i t y . God was identi fied 

wi t h  reason and order , through which t he u niverse 

was built and s t ruct ured . John D. Barrow , professor 

of Astronomy a t  Sussex Uni vers i t y  remarked in his 
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book "Theories of Everything" 3 tha t i f  you rep laced 

"God " with "mathema t ics" in much of med ieval t heo­

logical wr i t ings , t he passages would s t i l l  make 

sense , so c losely were the two ideas l i nked in t he 

medieval mind . The similar i t y  is strengthened when 

you consider that i n  the Apocry pha , Sophia ( the Divine 

Wisdom ) is female . In fac t , rational revolut ionary 

France wasn ' t  that d i f ferent from the ideal common­

weal t hs d reamed up in t he 1 6th Century by thi nkers 

such as Thomas Harrington , who also based their social 

e x perimen ts upon science and r eason . The i r  science 

might contain copi ous amounts of Chri stian doctrine 

and astrolog y , but that was because t hese things 

t o  t hem were eminen t l y  reasonable and "scientific " .  

Organised religion has often been a ttacked , and 

t ragica l l y  wi th good reason , for encouraging in toler­

ance and bigotry . But materialist science has done 

t he same . Nazism and Communism are both aggressively 

a theis t i c  systems o f  belief , under whom religious 

believers and their c lergy we re savage l y  persecuted . 

In some ins tances it is very much the case of the 

pot calling t he kettle black . Some thing to remember 

when next you hear Madame Ben nett denounce "keeping 

a n  open mi n d "  as being a carte blanche " to fill it 

with any old rubbi sh" . 

The other thing to note about t he Enligh tenmen t  

w a s  t h a t  far from banishing supers ti tion , i t  ac t i vely 

encouraged i t . The ad vances i n  science in the 18th 

Century were so rapid that even professional scient­

ists and members of the academies were confused and 

d emand i ng a new unifying sys tem , whi le science 

supplanted l i t erature as a craze for the educated 

public . "So s t rong was the popular enthusiasm for 

sc i ence i n  the 1 780 ' s  that i t  almost erased the line 

( never very clear until t he 19th Centu r y )  d i v iding 

science from pseudosc ience . , ,4 Like today , any a t tempt 

b y  the scienti fic author i t ies to asser t  their 

a u t hority in sorting out t he scientific sheep from 

t he goats resulted i n  a t tacks on their right to do 

j us t  t ha t . "The a t tc-.mpt of t he academies to d i rect 

t ra f fic t hrough t he unknown e x posed them to charges 

o f  unenlightened despot i sm , while new scien t i f ic 

fantasies a p peared faster t ha n  they could build de­

tours around the old . " 5 Science this century has 

e x panded rapidly a t  an ever d i zz y ing pace . To t he 

i n terested lay person , it can seem that some paradigm 

of rea l i t y  is broken every day . Many New Age beliefs 

c la im a scientific basi s , often i nvoking Qua n t um 

Physics as proof they are rooted in scien t i f i c  fac t . 

R a ther t ha n  being a symptom of t he decline of sc ience 

i n  the popular imagina tion , such beliefs could be 

seen as a result of science ' s  triumphant victory 

i n  t he public ' s  imagi na tion . 

Another point should be made here . Many scient­

ists are worried about the current millenial t urmoil 

both here and a b road as we approach the year 2000 . 

These are t he Las t  Days . De pending upon whom you 

believe , Christ i s  returning , the poles are about 

to shift or aliens are about to turn u p  to carry 

us o f f  to an extraterrestrial Land of Milk and Honey 

( or whatever i t  is that Val Thor and his fellow Venus­

ians ea t ) . Whi le t hese fears shouldn ' t  be under­

estima ted , it is possible to exaggerate them . The 

Finacial Times ' science corresponden t , Clive Cookson , 

in rev iewing Car l  Sagan ' s "The Demon Haunted World " 

remarked that what actually surprised him was how 

l i t t l e  of it had emerged . He a lso takes Sagan to 

task in his assert ion that people are becoming more 

ignorant of science : "I do not accept his assertion 

t ha t  the problem is becoming worse . He tells enter­

taining stories about a lien abduct ions , "chanell ing " 

and similar a bsurdities of t he 1990 ' s .  But t he heyday 

of UFO hysteria was , a f ter all , in the 1950 ' s .  "
6 

The Da i l y  Mai l  reported that Michael Heseltine was 

having a particularly d i f ficult j ob persuad ing comp­

anies to finance the Mi llenium Fund . Th is placed 

the whole millenial celebrations in j eopard y , the 

article reported . I f  nothing else , this should tell 

you that the people aren ' t  as enthusias tic a bout 

the millenium as they are expected to be . 

Her cardinal mistake i s , I think , the wa y she 

mis takes the model for the rea li t y . [ Ah ,  that old 

ches tnut - Ed ] Scientists don ' t  have a myst ical 

knowledge of the cosmos . Science has bui l t  up its 

view o f  rea l i t y  through a patient process o f  observ­

ation , experiment and conj ecture through which a 

series of models of rea l i t y , or paradi gms , have been 

cons tructed . These models are however , s t i l l  the 

products of human reason . They are an at tempt to 

provide an accurate pic ture of real i t y , not the 

real i t y  i t sel f .  Barrow remarked in the a forement ioned 

book that there was no reason why the universe should 

not contain surds ( i rrationa l elements ) or prove 

i t self amena ble to finite human reason . "The uni verse 

is not only q ueerer than we imagine" said J .  B. S .  

Haldane , " but q ueerer than we CAN imagine . "  The 

ma terialist , a theist paradigm of the u ni verse holds 

true a t  the moment , but there may we l l  be forces 

a t  work i n  t he cosmos of which we are as yet com­

pletely ignoran t . I think a milk-dri nking sta tue 

i s  unlike l y , but the testimony of wit nesses should 

not be dismissed out of hand , no ma tter how improbable 

we think i t  is . 

She seems to believe that if we stop broadcasting 

and wa tching programmes on the paranormal , or reading 

astrology columns or books on the occult , then we 

sha l l  a l l  live richer , more rat ional lives and not 

be bothe red b y  these experi ences . Wel l , perhaps . 

But I think people would continue to have st range , 

inexp licable e x periences , such as ghosts and UFOs 

and monsters . Prod igies and wonders would s t i l l  appear 

and be all the more terrible as their perc ip ients 

were marginalised as aberrants and maniacs . And there 

would be no emot ionally satisfying belief to comfort 
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them . " Fo r  a l l  our wisdom" , Goethe said , "Tegel s t i l l  

i s  haunted" .  7 I n  fact , experience of these events 

might a c t ua l l y  inc rease . C . G .  Jung noted that the 

people who genera l l y  saw UFOs were a l l  described 

as being reliable , rat ional people . [ Quite true 

unlike UFOlogist s , a scurrilous , wi l d  eyed bunch 

- Ed ] Jung concluded from this that their experi en-

ces were therefore their irrat ional natures becoming 

i ncreasingly forceful i n  order t o  make their presence 

fel t . People are not whol l y  rational animals . There 

i s  therefore a very real danger that t he more 

i rrat iona l side o f  human nature i s  suppressed , the 

more t er r i b le its expression wi l l  be when it finally 

breaks out . 

Wel l , now that I ' ve a t t acked the programme ' s  

general weaknesses , I ' d  better get back t o  what you ' re 

rea l l y  i n terested i n . I watched S t range Days to see 

what she would say about UFOs . Actua l l y , she d i dn ' t  

say a n  awful lot . Malcolm Ro bi nson and a group from 

S t range Phenomena I nves tigations were shown on a 

skywatch around Bonny b r i d ge . In a very brief interv i ew 

he was shown agreeing wi t h  her that programmes on 

the the paranormal had produced greater awareness 

o f  strange phenomena and UFOs - which was her point 

against such programmes . And that was i t , except 

for a brief commen t  that " a l iens haven ' t  landed " .  

S PI d i d  have a lauda b l y  sceptical a t t itude towards 

investigating S t range Phenomena . UFO means Unident­

i fied Flying Obj ec t , not flying saucer or alien space 

craft , a l though I '  m not sure these shou l d  be ruled 

out as some UFOlogists are doi n g .  SPI seemed to be 

aware o f  this , and I wo ndered how many o f  t hem rea l l y  

believed tha t a l i ens h a d  arrived . 

It is clear she seemed to think the producers 

o f  such paranormal books , a r t i cles and prog rammes 

were cynically e x p l o i t i ng people ' s  gu l l i b i l i t y  and 

need to believe i n  a higher power . Perhaps this is 

the case wi th some . But people still have a right 

to the i r  beliefs , no matter how mistaken they may 

be to someone e lse . Television companies and book 

publishers e x i s t  to supply the public ' s  demand for 

entertainment and education . I f  they fai l  to d o  this 

then they lose mone y  and their audience / readership 

at the same t ime . Dictat ing what people should believe 

is a s l i p pery slope that lead s u l t imately to indoct­

rination and d i c t atorshi p .  People cannot be forced 

t o  be free . 

In t he meantime , Benne t t  has shown herself a 

t rue daughter of CSICOP and the scienti fic exclusion­

is ts . Any datum that does not fit her paradigm must 

be ignored or supp ressed . I dare say that if i t  was 

left to her we would all s t i l l  be left i n  ignorance 

o f  the e x istence of meteori tes , as only peasants 

b e l ieved that stones fell from the sky . 

The paranorma l , or wei rd , whatever we say or 

think will still continue . For t  noted "The irresist­

i b leness o f  things that neither threa ten nor j ee r  

nor d e f y , but a rrange themselves in mass forma tions 

that pass and pass and keep on passing . "8 And long 

may they do so . 
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POSTSCRIPT : SCIENCE THEN AND NOW -

Comment on the 18th and 20th Centuries . 

In his aforeme ntioned book on Mesmerism , the 

American historian Darn ton backs u p  his argume nt 

that science was the great passion of the late 1 8th 

Century reading public wi th a q uotat ion from a letter 

to the Annee Littera i re b y  "an old fashioned li terary · 

t y pe " . This person complained that " t his scienti fic 

mania" was too muc h .  "For l i t erature one has but 

a cold es teem bordering on indi fference , wh ile the 

sciences . . .  excite a universal enthusiasm . Ph ysics , 
, 1  chemistry , natura l  history have become a craze . 

Me lvin Bragg , professiona l  novel ist and South 

Bank intellectua l  expresses much the same sentiments 

i n  t he July 1996 issue of Focus magazine . ' As a 

man of letters ' " ,  he says , "I am increasingly aware 

t ha t  sc ience is , to a certain exten t , taking over 

the role once exclusively reserved for art : e x p laining 

the great truths and meanings o f  our existence . Modern 

cosmology and astronomy are making new d iscoveries 

about t he universe every day - and these d i scove ries 

have implicat ions that are q uasi-reli gious . Are we 

alone? Wha t  is the meaning of l i f e ?  What is our p lace 

i n  the uni verse? 

"Religion doesn ' t  have answers any more , and younger 

people no longer l ook for answe rs in li terature as 

my generation did . . .  Their enthus iasm is undou btedly 

fired by these influences , and the sciences are now 

at t he cut ting edge of contemporary phi losophy and 

metaphysical speculat ion . "2 

The more things change . . . .  

NOTES . 
= 

1 .  Darnton , op . c i t . ,  p . 2 7 quoting Pries t l y , The 

History and Present State of Electrici t y , I! , 
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1 34- 1 38 , and the Annee Littera i r e  1 ( 1 78 S ) . 

2 .  Me lvin Bragg , Science for A r t ' s  Sake , Focus , 

July 1 996 , p . 98 . � 
==================�· ************* �-�======================:� 

F LOWER OF SILENCE 

by Dean James . 

A l len H .  Greenfield speculates that publication 

o f  his book "Secret Ci pher of t he UFOnauts" wi l l  

render New Aeon Eng l ish Qabala Ci pher 6 ( NAEQ6 ) 

obsole t e  as a magical wea pon and relega te it to the 

role o f  "ast ro-a rchaeological tool " . There are signs 

that this is hap pening alread y , he adds , pointing 

out that the ci pher works best when a p p l ied to vi ntage 

cases in which " funny names" figure promi ne n t l y . 

A l bert K .  Bend er ' s  1 96 2  po t boiler "Fl y i ng Saucers 

and t he Three Men" i s  a case in point . The text con­

tains only one funny name ( "Kazik" ) but never t heless 

rewa r d s  careful stud y . 

Bender himse l f  exhibi ted a degree of pa ranoia 

unma tched b y  his con temporaries . Preoccupied wi th 

the occul t ,  he spent the early 1 9 SOs brooding on 

UFOs in a specia lly a p pointed "chamber of horrors" 

and even tua lly fell prey to some form of psychic 

a ttack ( a lbeit many latter-day readers are likely 

to find his symptoms indicative of nothing more 

sinister than mig raine) . Flying Saucers and the Three 

t-len relates how he a r r ived a t  an undisc l osed "secre t "  

rega rding the o r i g i n  and purpose of fly ing saucers 

and was later visi ted by three Men In Black who 

whisked him off to Antarct ica for further astounding 

revelat ions . No firm indication is given as to the 

na ture of t hese revelat ions but NAEQ6 prov ides several 

tantalis ing c l ues . 

To begin wi t h ,  the let ters comprising ALBERT 

K .  BENDER have a value of 1 9 S , whi ch , as Stephen 

Dziklewi cz points out , also equals ALIEN ABDUCTIONS . 

Signi fican t l y , Gray Barker ' s  roman a clef The Si lver 

Bridge delibera tely shortens Bend e r ' s  name to AL 

K .  BENDER which has a value o f  1 1 4 ,  THE NAME ( i . e . , 

Bender ' s  name held t he key to his e x pe r ience s )  and 

even more u nambi guous l y , CHOSEN ONE . 

The Silver Bridge also refers to Bender ' s  alien 

visito rs as " t he lurking horror " , a phrase reminiscent 

o f  H . P .  Lovecra f t . LURKING HORROR equals 1 4 2 , the 

same value as MEN IN BLACK . This spectacular d i rec t 

h i t  for NAEQ6 should be enough to convince even the 

most hardened sceptics t ha t  some force beyond mere 

coincidence is a t  wo rk here . 

I n t r iguingl y , 1 4 2  also equals BACKWARD DARKNESS 

and ALL LONELY PLACES , cryptic phrases hinting a t  

t h e  MIB ' s  real point of origin . 

Toward the end of his first full-blown encounter 

Bender was entrusted wi th t he cant-language shibboleth 

"Kazik" and told to repeat i t  whenever he wanted 

t o  invoke t he MIB again . KAZIK = SO and MIB 64 , 

values 

What ' s  

which 

more , 

combined equal 

the sum of KAZIK 

1 1 4 :  

( SO )  

A L  K .  BENDER . 

and THREE MEN 

( 1 SO )  is 200 : BLACK PILGRIMAGE . Evidently Bender ' s  

uneasy relationship wi t h  the MIB was merely one stage 

� in a much wider process of ini tiation . 
************* 

REVIEWS 

( By t he edi tor unless o therwise sta ted . )  

Confe rence Review : Quest International ' s  " Keeper 

of Genesis" Conference , Leeds University , 

1 s t  June 1 996 . 

We have survi ved ! No , not Diana Ross - but 

the Quest Interna t ional "Keeper of Genesis" con-, 

ference . We a t tended the conference wi th open hearts 

and minds . Immediately i t  was apparent that the only 

stall was under the control of Quest Interna t ional . 

It brought out the closet Tha tcherite in both of 

us , but we found the lack of variety in merchandise 

on sale and the emphasis on merchandise produced 

for and by Quest International disconce rt ing . The 

conference started at l l . OOam . The first big mistake . 

Prior to the conference we had both read " Finger­

prints of the Gods" and "Keeper of Genesis" and both 

are excellen t , thought provoking books which we would 

not hesi tate in recommending to any one . Consequently 

we were looking forwards to hearing the authors , 

Bauval and Hancock . Regarding Richard Hoagland , we 

we re less certain . From what we had read from " t hird 

parties" concerning him , it made us think that we 

might find his ideas bizarre to say the least . To 

our surp rise we found the opposite to be t rue . 

Hoag land was the star of the show . As the first 

speaker , he spoke for a staggering two and a half 

hours - a t ime that passed very quickl y . For us he 

provi ded t he enduring image of the conference , a 

stunning "3D" comp uter enhanced image of the Cydonia 

region of Mars taken from an obl ique angle . We 

chal lenge anyone to look at that pic ture and not 

agree wi th Hoag land ' s  assert ion tha t  i t  really is 

worth going back to Mars to see what really is t here . 

Whilst we agreed wi t h  his hypotheses regarding Mars , 

we found his asser t ions regard ing the "arcologies" 

and ruins on t he Moon hit our established prej ud ices 

head on . The reflected image in the visor of one 

of t he Apollo 12 astronauts was thought provoking 

and worthy of further investigation . Hoag land stated 

i t  was a reflect ion of a "mi le high" ruin ; personally , 

we saw only the reflect ion of a s t range bright obj ect 

hanging over the lunar surface . He then went on to 

d i scuss "mult i-dimensional te trahedral geometry" 

which gradually lost us comple tely , al though i t  does 

give reproduceable results , particularly at 1 9 . S o 

latitude on a sphe re . He then went on to the ruins 

and arcologies on the Moon . His photographs , present­

a t ions and evidence show there are anomal ies on the 
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lunar photogra phs worthy of e x p lana tion , but we found 

his concept of mile high glass ruins on t he Moon 

hard to grasp . Could they account for the transient 

lunar phenomena observed b y  Earth based a s t ronomers? 

He then ended his e xcellent presentation wi t h  t he 

idea that t he ruins on Mars and t he Moon are not 

evidence of e x t ra terrestial c i v i l i za tions , b u t  t ha t  

of o u r  own forgo tten " pred i luvian" c i v i l i za t ion . 

After this the conference wen t  rapi d l y  downhi l l . 

Hancock gave a lacklus t r e  performance which was basic­

a l l y  a synopsis of "Fingerprints of the Gods" . By 

this t i me , the audi to rium was ho t and s t u f f y . The 

a i r  cond i t ioni ng , if it e x i s ted , was not up to t he 

task , and a l l  around us people ( i ncluding ourselve s )  

were fighting to stay awake . A f t e r  a fi fteen minute 

break , Bauval then s poke . He was t he better speaker 

o f  t he two , charming wi th his French accen t ,  but 

oh so long winded . He gave a detailed s y nopsis of 

the " Keeper of Genesi s " . We felt sorry for t hose 

a t  t he conference who purchased their books , as a l l  

both m e n  did was to tell the aud ience wha t t h e y  would 

subsequen t l y  read , rega rding their hypothes i s  of 

a forgo t ten terres t rial pre-d i l u v ian c i v i l i za t ion . 

Both men than came on stage together to give a 

detai led account of the political infighting in t he 

Eg y p t ian Antiqui t ies organisa t i on and to complain 

about their self-con fessed voluntary exclusion from 

the for thcomi ng 199 6 expedit ions to e x plore t he hidden 

chambers in t h e.  Great Py ramid and below t he Sphinx . 

The y implied they had a right to be there , and implied 

a conspi racy as the Cayce Foundation was funding 

both proj ects through cover organisations . How is 

i t  tha t consp i racies figure so prominently in a l t ­

erna t i ve research? I n  t h e  end both men came ac ross 

as sorry , unhappy i n d i v i d uals whose overriding message 

was " neve r , ever trust an Eg y p tologi s t " . 

At 7 . 1 0 pm Graham Birdsall informed us tha t after 

a ten minute break , R ic hard Hoagland would speak 

again and that they had an extension on t he confe rence 

auditorium until 8 . 30pm . Enough was enough , and at 

that point a large number of people including our­

selves gave u p  and wen t  home . Much as we wou l d  have 

liked to hear Hoagland again , we had stalwa r t l y  

e n d u r e d  8! h o u r s  in a n  u ncomfortable , hot , badly 

venti lated auditorium and we , like the others , had 

reached t he limit o f  our endurance . 

A l l  in a l l , not a pleasan t e x perience . Graham 

Birdsa l l  seemed in awe of his three speakers and 

constan t l y  referred to their " s ta t ure and fame " as 

a n  excuse for the i r  over-runs . The con ference should 

have s tarted a t  1 0 . 00am . Each speake r , irregard less 

of their intellectual s tanding , shou ld have had 

a s t r i c t  time limit imposed on t hem . Future 

con fe rences should be held i n  a wel l  venti lated , 

a i r  cond i t i oned and comfortable conference venue . 

All in all , a conference to be missed , and a medal 

shou ld be st ruck for t he survivors . 

- M & N Coomber . 
- 2 0 -

Lec ture Review : BUFORA ' s  quarterly lecture wi th Jenny 

Randles , Univers i t y  of Nor thumbria , 27th July 1996 . 

This was a l i vely , well a t tended event wi t h  

t h i s  country ' s  b e s t  known UFOlogist , Jenny Randles . 

The mood was dampened slightly at the start , wi th 

Gloria announcing the sad death of Ken Ph ill ips , 

and echoed by Jenny Randles . Her talk was en t i t led 

"Worth a t housand words - t he photographic evidence" 

and was a careful analysis o f  the photographic cases 

from over the years , backed u p  by a slide show . Jenny 

raised some important q uestions , includ ing "Where 

have all the photographers gone ? "  - The number of 

photographic UFO cases has fallen drastically since 

the 19 50s and 60s , but a t  the same time camera tech­

nology has improved drastically and camera owne rshi p 

has tri pled . 

After the intermission , Jenny cont inued ( d ue 

to the non-appearance of Linda Jones ) wi th a c r i t ical 

look a t  the MoD and Nick Pope , wi th par ticular 

reference to photographic cases . Are the go ve rnment 

behind the "men in black" who visit UFO wi t nesses 

and try to get hold of photographic evidence , often 

succeed ing? Qui te poss ible . The classic Ame rican 

MIB sometimes a p pear to be al iens themselves , but 

in this country they often claim to be military 

personnel , UFO invest igators or perhaps j ourna l ists . 

Jenny presented good evidence t ha t  the MoD has several 

departments interested in UFO cases ( whether Nick 

Pope knows it or not )  and on occasion the y  are will ing 

to go to extraord inary lenghts to obtain evidence . 

Jenny was in top form this day , despi te the 

proj ector s p i t ting out hal f  a dozen of her important 

slides . The audi torium· was not q uite full to capaci ty , 

a great p i t y  as this was one of the most thought 

provoking and wor thwhile lectures I have heard in 

the last couple of years . You can ' t  please everyone , 

t hough : " . • .  not enough about ley l ines . . .  " was heard 

on t he way out . Somet imes I despai r . Never mind ; 

thank you , Jenny , for coming to Newcastle and sharing 

your valuable research wi th us a l l . 

********** 

Video review : " Vo yagers of the Sixth Sun" , VHS Video . 

Genesis Three Productions , 199 6 . 

The third v ideo covering t he Mexican UFO wave 

which began in 199 1 , this is another breathtaking 

programme of both day and night camcorder footage 

of anoma lous airbo rne obj ec ts . 

The unknowns or OVNIS ( o bj ecto volante no identi­

ficado ) seem to be becomi ng more daring in their 

flying wi th low level runs a regular occurrence . 

One s t riking c l i p  shows a spherical rotating obj ect 

flying directly in the path of approaching heli­

cop ters . Amazing . 

A lso featured are d ramatic c l i ps from Germany 

and Ko rea which prove t ha t  i t  is not j ust Mexico 

that i s  experiencing outstanding UFO sightings . 
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In a l l , a s t unning visual treat for anyone i nter­

ested i n  UFOlogy - I thoroughly recommend i t . 

- Craig Carl Jackson . 

********** 
Book R e vi ew : ZOLAR "The Master of t he Occu l t "  - The 

Ency c l oped ia of Anc ien � and Forbidden Knowledge . 

Souvenir Press . £ 1 0 .99 , Large format paperback , 

4 7 2  pages . ISBN 0 285 633 1 6  3 .  

When I picked this book out t o  review from t he 

selec t i on kindly sent by the Souvenir Press , I 

imagi ned that it would be some Ancient and Hideous 

History of Cosmic and Mons trous Horrors that the 

feeble minds of men could scarce endure . Un fortunately 

howe ve r ,  this he f t y  gr imoire ( which idea l l y  should 

have been bound in mus t y  human ski n )  features 

instruct ion in astrology and prophecy padded out 

with myst ic ism . I cannot report whe ther ZOLAR ' s  

methods are efficat ious as I believe t he editor would 

rather have this review back before the end o f  a 

l i fe t ime spent in the st udious pursuit of occult 

arts . 

The i n t roduction has a science bashing 

disposit ion which manages to shoot i tself i n  the 

foot with a classic misunders tand ing of the scienti fic 

method . As I am sure the Editor has poin ted out in 

t he pas t , scientists conduct their e x periments in 

an a t tempt to disprove the i r  hy potheses ; not as 

c laimed here to prove them . 

I am not sure whe ther I am able to offer any 

e f fec t i ve critique of a book wh ich has such statements 

as "The Divine Self of the human Soul is a bsolutely 

a tomi c "  whe n i t  i s  so far removed from my under­

stand i ng . The belief sys tem contained here howe ve r ,  

makes for a di verting and flaky read . 

In summary , this is a good book if you wish 

t o  wri te a "Psychic Probe" like Linda Robso n ' s in 

the Hera ld & Pos t , or i f  you wish to bluff people 

into thinking you are a R usse l l  Gran t . 

- J . A .  Lee . 

Book review : Charles Ber l i t z  "The Bermuda Triangle" . 

Souvenir Press . £6 .99 .  La rge fo rmat paperback ; 2 0 1  

pages with i l lustra t ions , 1 6  pages o f  plates , selec t 

b i b l i ography . ISBN 0 285 633260 . 

"The Bermuda Triangle" is a p parently " I nc red i b le 

but True ! " ,  "The worldwide megaseller tha t  invest­

igates one of the world ' s  most e x t raord inary unsolved 

mysteries" and is proba b l y  the only book to be 

reviewed this issue to have a Top 10 hit named after 

i t . [ Would that be the Barry Mani low one? - Ed . ]  

This "massive bestseller" was the first book 

o f  a Fo rtean bent that I ever bought and s t rangely 

enough i t  too d i sappeared under mysterious circum­

s tances . Read ing this new edition , I find it as 

in format ive , fascina t i ng and hi larious as eve r . 

For the first third of the book Ber l i t z  generally 

confi nes himsel f  to a reasona b l y  calm recou nting 

of dematerializing modes of transpor t .  As e x pected 

a n  i n-depth account i s  gi ven of Flight 19 , and the 

eye-wi t ness accounts o f  this and other events are 

interesting . A t  this s tage d iscussion of possi ble 

natural causes is only occasionally enlightened by 

occul t  A t lanteans with mysterious powers . Nevertheless 

the last two thirds l i ve up to expectations wi th 

a full comp l iment o f  antigrav i t y  warps ( ? ) , flying 

saucers , ancient astronauts , Ezekiel , and of course 

the immemorial epics of Gilgamesh and The Mahabhrata . 

( Plus , check out the lovely • drawing of a lamp post 

on page 1 1 1 . ) 

This , of course , brings us on · to the wonderful 

subj ect of references , and whet her any book which 

namechecks The Mahabhrata should be immediately 

bi nned . The Mahabhrata is the Classic of Hindu cul ture 

which seemed to be on BBC2 every Sunday morning for 

about 50 years . I t  i s  used by wri ters to prove points 

as no-one can be arsed leafing through the 5000 odd 

pages in order to check u p  on details . Certainly 

not mos t  aut hors , who then go on to repeat what they 

have read . Mind you , most of the bibliography seems 

to be of the order of "My Lady bird Bumper Fun Book 

of Sea Mysteries" . I am probably being unfair as 

this i s  no dul l-bu t-worthy wo rk of academia , but 

a good bedside read to be taken wi th your sense of 

incredulity placed firmly in neu tral . 

Two final points : Fi rstly , don ' t  cancel any 

holidays you might have already booked , as Mrs Ed . 

has recen t l y  re turned unscathed from a fact-fi nding 

and gin-swi ll ing mission in the Bahamas ; Second ly , 

why buy this book new at £ 6 . 99 when charity shops 

can ' t  get rid of i t  a t  25p a throw? 

- J . A .  Lee . 

Book review : Charles Berlitz "Myster ies from 

Forgo t ten Worlds" . Souvenir Press . £6 .99 , Large format 

paperback ; 225 pages with illustrations and plates , 

bibl iography , no inde x .  ISBN 0 285 62929 8 .  

I used t o  b e  a big fan o f  Charles Be rli tz ' s 

books ; I say used to be , not because I don ' t  l ike 

them anymore , but rather because I haven ' t  read one 

of his books in a long wh ile . I was quite pleased 

then to have a copy of this book drop wi th a loud 

( imag i nary ) thump into my ( v irtua l )  in tray . In this 

book Ber l i t z  gallops around the globe , selecting 

evidence for his theory tha t  once upon a time , there 

l i ved a race of technologica lly advanced people who 

were wiped out by a world-wide catacl ysm around the 

t ime of the Great Flood . How do we know that these 

ancient and forgo t t en peoples were advanced? Look 

at wha t they left behind : he gives us the pyramids , 

the Nasca li nes in Pe ru , the Piri Re is map of 

Antarc t ica , legends of Atlantis , etc . Ac t ually , much 

the same as you would find in a von Daniken book . 

What caused the wor ld-wi de cataclysm? Immanuel 

Velikovsky and his comet get a mention , but Berl i t z ' s  

final conclusion seems t o  be that nuclear armageddon 

was the culpr i t . He quotes several ancient texts 
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that seemingly describe nuclear e x p losions and the 

after e f fec t s , includ ing ( of course ) t he Mahabhar3ta . 

Prehis toric nuclear wars were mentioned in many 

books l i ke this back in t he 1 970s ( this one was orig­

ina l l y  released i n  1 9 7 2 )  ; some of t hem were better 

t ha n  this book , others were worse . Thi s , a t  least 

is a n  entertaining and wel l  written book , even if 

t he whole idea i s  rather unlike l y . Hope f u l l y  t he 

i n teres ted reader would use it as an int roduction 

t o  the field and then go on to t rack d own more 

academic works . The verdic t : t y pically speculative 

and good fun from t he 70s . 

Book reviews : Erich von Daniken -

"According to t he Evid ence" . Souvenir Press . 

La rge fo rmat paperback , £9 . 99 ,  348 pages . 

"Si gns of the God s ? "  Souvenir Press . 

Large fo rmat paperback , £7 . 99 ,  252 pages with i nd e x . 

ISBNs : 0 285 633 1 5  5 and 0 285 63270 1 .  

Surely ever yone knows who Erich von Daniken 

is by now and wha t his book are about? The German 

superstar of the 1 970s bel ieves that " I n  prehistoric 

and early historic t imes the Ea rth was visi ted by 

unknown beings from the cosmos . These unknown beings 

created human intelligence b y  a deli berate gene tic 

mu tat ion . The e x t ra-terres trials ennobled homi nids 

" i n  their own image" . These visits to Ea rth by alien 

beings from the cosmos were recorded and handed down 

in relig ions , mythologies and popular legends . In 

some places the e x t raterrestrials also de posited 

physical signs of their presence on Ea rth . "  So says 

the i n t roduc tion to "Accord ing . . .  ",  and these books 

present his evi dence to back u p  that theory . 

These books are reissues , the originals being 

printed back in 1977 and 1979 respec t ively . Erich 

shot to fame in the earl y  70s with his books "Chariots 

of t he Gods ? "  ( Souven i r , 1 96 9 )  and "Return to the 

S tars" ( Souve nir , 1970) and in a l l  hones t y  I would 

have to recommend t hose two books ( which cost me 

a total sum o f  70 pence to buy second hand ) rather 

than t he two volumes here . I think he used his bes t 

e v i dence up in t he first books and these later ones 

j us t  d on ' t  carry enough weight to be convincing . 

EvD spawned a whole series of a t rocious ( bu t  immensely 

entertaining ) books from his immi tators , but Erich 

was not the first , o r  the bes t , author t o  tackle 

t he "ancient astrona u t "  t heory . Rathe r  than spending 

money on these two volumes , I would have to say tha t 

readers wou ld be bet ter off getting on t he bus t o  

N o r t h  Shields and digging round t h e  second h a n d  book 

shops for copies o f  W. Raymond Drake ' s  "Gods and 

Spacemen . • .  " series from t he late 1 960s and early 

70s . N o t  only did Drake do it bet ter and earlier 

t han EvD , he was also a loca l , l i ving i n  Sunderland . 

If there is sufficient i n terest in ancient astronaut s  

t o  r e p r i n t  t hese books o f  EvD ' s  l e t s  h o p e  t h a t  someone 

l ike Souvenir Press might also reprint some of t he 

bet ter volumes on t he subj ec t . 

Book rev iew : Alec Macl e l lan - "The Lost World of 

Aghart i " . Souven i r  press . La rge format paperback , 

£ 7 . 99 ,  2 3 1  pages , b i b l iography , no index . 

ISBN 0 285 633 1 4  7 .  

S u b t i t led "The Mys tery o f  Vril Power" ,  this 

book i s  a l l  about mysterious people who live inside 

the Earth , are possi b l y  of At lan tean stock , and have 

mysterious powers . Is the Earth hollow? I don ' t  think 

so . But i t  is ridd led wi th tunnels and caves , possibly 

to the extent that Mac lellan suggests . Is this whe re 

UFOs come from? Hey , it is at least as likely as 

the e x t ra terrestrial hy pothesis . 

In this book , the original of which a p peared 

in 1 98 2 , there i s  a lot of quoting from other peopl�s 

work and not enough original new evidence for me . 

Maclel lan q uotes from Dr Raymond Bernard , "one of 

today ' s  greatest experts on subterranean legends" . 

Dr Bernard may be remembered for his astonishing 

book "Menst rua tion : its cause and cure" , wh ich worries 

me somewhat about the val i d i t y  of some of the 

contents . For me , the mos t important pa rt of the 

book is Chapter One , in which the author relates 

his own curious experience wh ile investigat ing a 

tunnel in a hillside midway be tween the vil lages 

of Kett lewell and Starbottom , near Grassington in 

Yorkshi re . There ' s  no smoke without fire , or Teros 

without Deros . 

Not entirely convincing , but the evidence to 

the contrary is not entirely dissuasi ve . This book 

is worth read ing , a t  least as an introduction to 

the Hollow Ea rth theories . Anyone fancy a field trip 

to Grass ington? 

MAGAZINE REVIEWS : 

UFO Times Issue 4 1 , Ma y /June 1 996 . A little behind 

schedule , but boy is this worth wait ing for ! Now 

with a colour cover and an improved lay out , Mike 

Woot ten and Andy Roberts are doing wonders wi th the 

BUFORA magazine . Copies were on sale a t  the Jenny 

Randles lec ture in Newcas tle for £ 2 . 50 each , which 

I t hought was a bit steep for 20 pages , but a great 

improvement on the old style magazine . I f  they can 

get a few more regular contributors to inc rease the 

volume , this may be the next magazine to hit t he 

shelves of your local W . H .  Smi t hs . Nice work , bo y s .  

Southampton UFO Group Newsletter . A mon thly news­

letter p roduced by Steve Gerrard . Full of reviews 

and newspaper articles , this is a gem if you wan t  

to know what h a s  b e e n  in t h e  papers or on T V  recen t l y . 

In the most recent i ssue ( No 68) , Steve Gerrard notes 

the resigna t ion of Phi l i p  Man tle as BUFORA ' s  d i rector 

o f  inves t igations : Check your sou�es , Steve ! A single 

phone call to BUFORA central office would have put 

you s t raight on this issue . And check out this howler 

i n  a rev iew i n  issue 67 : "It was basically 

d i v i ded into three halves" • • •  

£5 . 00 for 1 2  issues to Steve Gerrard , 25 Weston Grove 
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Road , Wools ton , Southamp ton , S0 1 9  9EE . 

COVER UP Issue 3 .  The newsletter form David Co lman ' s  

Scott ish grou p , Lothian Une x p lained Phenomena 

Research . A mixture of short art ic les , cases , news­

paper c u t t ings and comment , this is developing nicel y .  

N o t  one for taking pr isoners , check out this comment 

o n  some hoaxed photos that a p peared in t he Sco t t l  sh 

Sun : " Bring back the noose and stretch some necks 

for c r imes aga inst Ufology ! "  Come on Dav y ,  are you 

getting soft hearted in your old age? : - )  

£ 1 . 00 plus a stamp per i ssue from David Colman , 48 

Limefield Crescent , Ba thga te , West Lothia n , EH48 

1 R F .  

NARO MINDED Issue 2 ,  April 1 996 . The latest issue 

from t he North Wes tern group NARO had gone to A4 

in size and inc reased t he content to 3 1  pages . This 

is a b i g  improvement over t he first issue , and that 

wasn ' t  bad . S t i l l  has a few rough edges but contains 

a range of good artic les from resea rchers like Peter 

Hough and Me rvyn Gale . Recommended . 

Quarte r l y , £8 per year payable to NARO . Contact 

S t ephen Mera , 3 Pa ignton Drive , Ashton-on-Mersey , 

Sale, Cheshire , M33 5HJ . 

Magonia 56 . An indi spensable read for anyone hoping 

to keep up with the latest thinking in al terna t i ves 

t o  the ETH and other Fortean subj ects . Thi s  i ssue 

covers o rgan sna tching rumou rs , Pe ter Brookesmi t h ' s  

a r t i cle o n  UFOs a nd religion , and Hohn Harney becomi ng 

scep t ical about the sceptics . A q ua l i t y  i t em . 

£5 for 4 issues . Send cheques payable to John Rimmer , 

John Dee Co t tage , 5 James Te rrace , Mort lake Churchyard 

London SW 1 4  8HB . 

INTELLIGENCE Issue 7 ,  June 1 996 . Th is is the " very 

h umble" magazine from Eric Morris ' s  group BUFOSC , 

who " have such a fantas tic rapport with other groups 

that I WANT to tell everyone about i t " . So said Eric 

Morris i n  his defensive e d i t orial , proba b l y  i n  answer 

t o  my rev iew in t he last St range Da ze . Predictab l y , 

he then went on to blow t he BUFOSC t rumpet once again . 

Very humble . A mixture of a r tic les and cases from 

t he BUFOSC area i n  Cheshire . Not as good as NARO 

Minded , also from t he Cheshire area . 

£7 per year to Eric Morris , 52 Dart Wa lk , Whar ton , 

Winsford , Chesh i re , CW7 3JE . 

*** I wonder how many readers like myself had to 

p i ck u p  their copies o f  Intelligence from t he post 

o ffice and pay a surcharge , because the postage was 

underpa i d ?  Not impressed . *** 

Phenomenal News from Scotland No 3 ,  Summer 1 996 . 

An in teresting l i t tle magazine from t he Scott ish 

Earth Mysteries Research grou p .  This i ssue contains 

a report b y  Ran Hal l i day on his Arthur ' s  Seat dowsing 

programme , and a great article on human spontaneous 

involunta r y  invisi b i l i t y , along with news and cases . 

on Arthur ' s  Sea t , the hill over looking Ed inburgh , due 

to t he weat he r ; hopefully t he NUFORI team wi l l  get 

chance to go u p  there again soon . 

Quarter l y , £4 per year payable to R Ha lliday , 35 

Fountain Road , Bridge of Allan , FK9 4AU . 

OVNI July 1 996 . The mon thly 

Phenomenon Research Assoc iation 

newsletter of the 

based in Der by . As 

you would expect being monthl y , this magazine is 

q u i te slim ( around 12 pages per issue ) but contains 

some i n teresting articles and cases . It is surely 

a good sign that I keep referring to artic les in 

back issues . Useful to ha ve and not bad value at 

£ 1  per issue plus postage . This issue also contains 

some fantastic pic tures of this year ' s  crop circles 

- it i s  a shame they don ' t  copy better . Contact Omar 

Fowle r ,  94 The Circle , Sinfin , Derby , DE24 9HR . 

REVIEW : 
Space : Above and Beyond 
Sky One Wednesdays 8pm. Shortly coming to BBC2 

With all of the publicity surrounding Fox's latest blockbuster, 
Independence Day, it has come as a great surprise to many 
fans of the sci-fi genre that Fox has chosen to cancel Space: 
Above and Beyond after its first season. Although the show 
did not fare particularly well during its first season in the US, 
it certainly fared no worse than Fox's other well known genre 
show, the X-Files during its first season. The poor showing 
in the ratings must be due in part to the poor time slot .it was 
allocated, 7pm on a Sunday, and the fact that it was 
constantly pre-empted so that Fox could show American 
Football (can you tell that I 'm disgruntled?). 

Although, like many shows, the season premiere was rather 
weak, being a checklist of apparently stereotypical characters 
introduced in a very formulaic way, the series then goes from 
strength to strength with many of our assumptions about the 
characters being challenged. We get to watch the characters 
grow considerably over the course of the series and several of 
the episodes are genuinely moving. Melrose Space it ain't, 
despite what you may have read. If you like good 
characterisation, plots about honour and integrity, subplots on 
the deviousness of Government and Big Business, aliens who 
may not be as alien as they seem, and lots of cool battle 
sequences (hoo-rah) then I would definitely persevere past 
first impressions. 

Fans of the show, also known as SAABers or affectionately 
'those weirdoes without lives' by Fox executives (note the 
sarcasm) whose lives they are currently making a misery, feel 
that S:AAB was ideally suited to exploit Independence Day. 
The show has managed to generate substantial interest on the 
Internet, spawning many discussion groups and Web sites. 
The discussion groups are fast and furious, with many 
theories being swapped as to why Fox would make this 
(extraordinary) decision, given the fact that many of the other 
American networks are currently jumping on the 
Independence Day bandwagon, and fans feel that the 
cancellation smacks of political motives. Among the theories 
being expounded are that the MlBs had something to do with 
the cancellation. Current favourite for this title is Chris 
Carter, the man behind the X-Files. 

It is felt that since Glen Morgan and James Wong, the men 
behind S: AAB, left the X-Files the quality of the writing has 
declined. Fans have complained about this. It is also known 
that Morgan and Wong's contracts had a clause in them that 

dowsing 7�; \ if S :AAB failed they had to return to the X-Files. Paranoid? 

, Y _ r0\� 
Unfor tunately I missed the first 

0 
0 
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Hey - perhaps I've been married to the Ed for too long. 

I feel that this would make an ideal case for Mulder and 
Scully. 

Semper Fi 

Mrs Ed, suffering severe S : AAB withdrawal symptoms. 
Hoo-Rah! 

Note: 

�or those wh? are interested, you can join the S :AAB mailing 
hst by accessmg the Space: Mission Status Site on the World 
Wide Web at http://www. microserve. net/space:aab/. Also at 
this site can be found details of the current efforts being made 
to save the show. Alternatively, if you have e-mail but no 
web access you can subscribe by sending mail to 
"listserv@server. microserve. net" with the first line of the 
message being "subscribe space-) your name". You will get 
confirmation by e-mail that you are subscribed. Anyone who 
has yet to join the twenty first century :-) who would like to 
join the fight to save S : AAB, please contact the Ed's better 
half for details. 

Space Above and Beyond: 

No fiiendly aliens . . .  
No cute robots . . .  

N o  holodecks . . .  
N o  mercy. 

LETTERS 

S i r/ 
Wi th a l l  of the h y pe a bout UFOs , al iens and 

abduc ti ons coming to l i ght in the media and TV , might 

I make a few sugges t i ons? 

Might the "greys" be of repti lian orig in , wi th 

their b lack eyes , nos trils but no nose , and t ight 

l i p ped mouths ? Also , their a p parent thin l imbs and 

fingers . !..f so , and if they have been " v isit ing" 

our backwards planet for some t ime , might they have 

been the ori ginal " snake" gods of ancient civiliz­

a t ions such as the Egyptians and Bab y lonians? Might 

the wings on the g l y phs in p y ramids be modes of 

" vessel to surface" t ransportation such as j et 

packs or t he l i ke , e x perimented wi th by the U . S .  

i n  the 1960 and 1970s? Also , might the strange looking 

headgear of the Eg y p tian gods be helmets o f  some 

sort ? 

It is my view that ancient " s tories" and writ ings 

are misinterpre ted and changed to suit whoever i s  

i n  " powe r" a t  the t ime of their b e i n g  passed on . 

The refore , wha t was taken to be magic , or a miracle , 

was l i t tle more than wha t  wou ld now be called science 

or mod ern medic ine . The prac tice of such knowledge 

was credi ted to the powers of the "god s " , o r  so the 

i g norant masses were led to believe . 

If a knowledgeable few build up a mys tique around 

their practices , they can then dec lare themselves 

as inst rumen ts o f  the "Gods" . ( Sound famil iar ? )  

Catarac ts can be cured , i f  i n  the early stages , 

by oin tme nts . [ Can they? - I d i dn ' t  know tha t . Ed . ]  

Who is t o  say that the " b l i ndman" i n  the Bible was 

not totally blind but merely partial l y  sighted d ue 

to cataracts? Of course , the religious amongst us 

will not agree , because it is o f fering an al ternative 

e x p lanation to t he "miracles" of Christ . True, Jesus 

Chri s t  did e xist . There i s  plenty of evidence to 

tell us so . True , Jesus Christ did perform wha t were 

known as miracles , to the ignorant masses . However , 

turning wa ter into wine has been successful l y  copied 

by a sma l l  group of students in Germany or Austria . 

They have succeeded in turning wa ter into Pilsner , 

merely by adding tablets that they have developed . 

The y  refuse to sell t he i dea to any of the breweries 

and quite rightly so ! 

I am not religious ( surprise ! surprise ! )  however 

I do believe in Chris t . 

One bene f i t  of t ravel ling the length and bread th 

o f  Britain is that the variety of peo ple you meet 

is amazing . I have met " t rain spotter" types , they 

are easy to spot , and so avoid ; "Intellectuals" , 

who have a tendency to look too deeply into a si tuat­

ion and in so doing , miss wha t may be the obv ious 

answe r ;  "Nutters" , who have little int erest in 

another ' s  views , or any thing other than wha t they 

wi l l  be doing that night ; and reasonable , open minded 

peop le , wi ll ing to di scuss a subj ec t , without poli tic­

al or religious bigotry . 

The leading religions a l l  preach about a God of love 

and peace , and yet they are at each others throats 

over who is right . The refore I am not religious . 

But then , who am I to say wha t is right and what 

is wrong? 

Joe Publik . 

Ed i tor ' s  response : I can think of ha lf a dozen 

books that deal wi th the poss i b i l i t y  that t he Eg y p tian 

or Middle Eas tern history and religion have been 

influenced by e x t raterrestrials . One book , by G . R .  

Ste inhauser , i s  ent i t led "Jesus Christ Heir to 

the Astronau ts" ! Erich von Daniken of course did 

much to public ise the "ancient astronaut" theory . 

It has been suggested before that the greys are rept­

i l ian in s t ructure , but our knowledge of these 

enti ties is , of course , very l imited . 

Wri t e  in to us : What do you think? Was Jesv.s Christ 

an E. T . ?  Was the Red Sea parted by a Veliko vskyan 

come t ?  Was . . •  oh , forget i t . Can ' t  be arsed . 
============ ************* =============== 

Sir/ 
I too a t tended the � of Abduct ions conference 

in . April - my full review of the event wi l l  be pub­

l ished in t he Summer ' 9 6 issue of UFO Enqu irer -

and I found your comments about Paulinne Delcour­

Min ' s  presentation to be unj usti fiably dismissive 

and i l l-considered . In my opinion Pau linne made an 

excellent a t tempt to present a wea lth of information 

concerning non-physical aspects of the uni verse within 
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a highly academic envi ronment ( a  univers i t y  lecture 

t hea t r e )  and i n  a very restricted space of t ime . 

It is often the case t ha t , after rea d i ng a few books 

on occult ism and eastern phi losophy , someone wi l l  

imagine t h a t  they h a v e  a c l e a r  understanding o f  such 

compl e x  subj ects as reincarna t ion , karma , and supra­

physical p lanes o f  e xi s tence ; Paulinne , however , 

came a c ross as being very sincere insofar as she 

provided ev idence o f  having e x perimented wi t h  past 

l i fe regressions and a l tered states of consc iousness 

herse l f , with a particular emphasis on t ransferring 

consciousness to t he astra l  plane . I f  you are not 

prepared to consider such ideas as anything more 

than " new age fantasy" then I am curious t o  know 

what you are doing e d i ting a UFO j ourna l . 

Wi th regard to the f i lm footage shown as part 

o f  Wh i t ley S t rieber ' s presen tation , I was i n t rigued 

b y  your comment that you " feel that t he o bj ects wi l l  

ul tima t e l� p r o v e  to be q ui t e  normal . "  The first piece 

o f  film showed an amazing array of bright luminous 

o bj ects of various shapes and sizes moving in a 

chaotic yet intelligently-c ontrol led fash ion [ Is 

that possible? - Ed . ]  through the d usky sky above 

a ranch in the Wes tern USA . The obj ects appeared 

to be unlike any norma l l y  v i s i b l e  earthly organisms , 

nor d i d  they resemb le any known a i rcraft or meteor­

o l ogical phenomenon . So wha t is i t , Da ve , tha t  g i ves 

you such a fee l i n g ?  The second clip fea tured a long 

narrow obj ect - me tallic in a p pearance and reflect ing 

sunl ight - tra v e l l i ng high in the sky , again over 

the Wes tern USA . The obj ect was est ima ted to be 

a p prox imately one mile in length . A mile long ai rcraft 

- does that " feel" " norma l " ?  Some t imes I wonder wha t 

kind of evi dence it would take to shake some people 

out of t heir bl ase a t t i tude to the UFO phenomenon . 

Cau t i o n  and scep ticism are , of cou rse , valid intellec­

t ua l  tools for achieveing a broad understand ing of 

certain issues ; but i f  you have no idea what something 

..!.§ ,  why be so apathetic as to assume tha...t_ it h� 

a mundane explana tion? [ My underlining - Ed . ]  

I ' d  also like to comment on M .  Therion ' s  poi n t  

o n  reincarna tion . The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  number of humans 

on Earth is rapi d l y  increasing only raises d i f ficult­

ies for the reincarna tion theory i f  you assume ( a )  

that a l l  souls reincarnate after having been d i scar­

nate ( ou t  of bod y )  for a standard period of t ime , 

and ( b )  that a l l  human souls must necessarily reincar­

nate on Earth . It is probably fair to assume that 

everyone reading this wi l l  have a t  least considered 

the idea of intell igent l i fe forms on other p lanets , 

thus it is not too enormous a leap to suggest that 

souls which enj oyed previous incarna t i ons on other 

worlds - and perhaps i n  other d imensions or p lanes 

o f  e x i s tence - may now be incarna ting on Ear th . M .  

Therion ' s idea o f  a universal o r  "collec t i ve "  soul 

i s  not a new one - in fact i t  is a central tenet 

of t he a ncient wisdom : i n  Hindu ism i t  i s  called 

brahman - but t o  do away wi t h  t he the notion of an 

indiv idual soul ( atma n )  wou l d , on t he Hindu and 

ancient wisdom mode l , be to banish the very meaning 

and p urpose from l i fe , which purpose is - ironically 

t o  discover that brahman and a tman are one . 

Ed i tor ' s  response : 

Delcour-Min at t he 

Yours , Mick Burle y . 

Leicester . 

Regarding my review of Pau l i nne 

BUFORA conference , I stand by 

every thing that I wrote . Compared to many of the 

comments that I heard from other delegates , I think 

I was very kind . It may surprise you to learn tha t 

I am perfectly wi l l ing to consider and accept the 

poss i b i l i t y  of concepts such as reincarna t ion , karma 

and astral-planing . I am also in no doubt t hat the 

people that go to Ms . Min for her relaxation therapy 

find it very helpful and , we l l  . . .  thera peutic . But 

let us not forget what the maj or question is here : 

Are people being physica lly abducted by an al ien 

intell igence , o r  is this exper ience an i n ternal , 

non-physical even t ?  When Ms . Min ' s  therapy starts 

revea l i ng stories of space cr ickets from Venus , or 

memories of s t riding ac ross the stars wi th smoking 

black holes for feet , i t  i s  pretty obvious that these 

thi ngs never phy sically hap pened . As an exp lana t i on 

for the abduc t ion phenomenon , she offered us a con­

coction of past l i ves , greys , nordics and reptoids , 

astral bodies , karma ( and I wou l d  say a fa i r  b i t  

of imaginat ion , too ) ; sorry , b u t  I '  m n o t  swal lowing 

i t , and I don ' t  think many of t he other de legates 

in Sheffield d i d . 

You are curious to know what I am doing ed i ting 

a UFO j o urna l ; wel l ,  I'  m interested in UFOs and I 

think that we (NUFORI and a l l  the Strange Daze contri­

butors ) have something worthwhile to say on the 

subj ec t . I don ' t  see why editing a UFO magazine means 

that I should have to swa llow hook , line and s i nker 

every bit of new age claptra p  tha t  happens my way . 

Moving on to Whi t le y ' s  film footage , my first 

impression was that the camcorders had cap tured some 

s t range looking , but essen tially normal , phenomena . 

I haven ' t  had chance to see the footage since , so 

I have not been a b le to scrutinise i t . In fac t , the 

footage hardly seems to have set the wo rld on fire 

- as I haven ' t  seen i t  again since the conference , 

I suspect t ha t  what was cap tured proba b l y  has turned 

out to be entirely norma l . In the first section of 

f i lm , i t  looked to me initially as though the cam­

carder was looking at flies , moving in t he hot air 

a bove the house . The thermal layers above the roof 

would cause the sun ' s  light to refract i n  odd ways . 

In t he second sec tion , a mile long aircraft wou l d  

d e f i n i t e l y  be unusua l ! Where were t h e  U . S . A . F .  j e ts , 

p u rsuing i t ?  Where are a l l  t he other wi t nesses who 

must have seen i t ?  If not an a r t i fact of the lens , 

I suggest that t he obj ect is much nearer and sma l ler . 
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Just because I d on ' t  have a 1 00% solid e x p lanation , 

do I really have to conclud e  that we saw a mile long 

spacesh i p ?  I f  erring on t he side of caution is 

"apathe t ic " , I would much rather be apathe t i c  than 

credulous . 

TEKTITES AND METEORITES FOR SALE Don Simpson of 

Sunderland Astronomical Society has a variety of 

tektites and me teorites up for sale . The tekti tes 

include Indochinites from Tha i land , Aus t ra l i tes from 

Aus t ralia , Columbian tektites and Ma ldovi tes from 

Bohemia . A sma l l  number of me teorite samp les are 

u p  for sale too , includ ing i rons , s tony-i rons , 

Pallasi tes and meteorodes . Ca l l  Don Simpson for more 

d etails on 1091 567 0 1 5 1 . � 
======= ******************* =-� -
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ADVERTISING 
If you wish to advertise in Strange Daze, 
please send a free sample of your product 
to the editor. If it is any good, we'll 
advertise it for you. Failing that, a large 
envelope stuffed with notes should do the 
trick (preferably unmarked and with non­
sequential serial numbers). 
Do your business a favour . . .  and give US 
your cash! 



• 

- 27 -

' 11 k' r-:1 ·lt.* }fed or Jfvmphri e s  i n :- n e e  s r i  eS. * 19,t @ 
Hector. a mi lcl 
m a n nere d  
Yorksh i re m an 1 

w a s  i n  
C le c�huddersfax , 
for a n i ght  of 

, ' 

Sky w a tc h i ng .  

'"ihe i ntrep i d  
i n vest i g ator 
o n  t he m ove 

st a rt s  t o  
re m e mber  
re ce nt 
c a s e s . . .  

OopsU! 

- 2 7 -

- _" ______________ _____. 



- 28 -

1 Heck's if/ es *�ik,,t6© 
Robb i e  t he 
Bob 

- 28 -


